Vergriffen 



BISHER ERSCHIENENE HEFTE 
1974 




mHAMSTAN 
OURNAL 




W. Kraus, Bochum 

Zum Geleit 
A. Jafhata, Wiisn 

Die Afghanistan-Sammlung des 
Museums fur Volkerkunde in 
Wien 

C. Rathjens.Saarbriicken 

Klimatische Jaiireszeiten in 
Afghanistan 



c>4FGHANISTAN 

_ wlJiviNxxL^ ;irH. !;iiu/;; 




G. IVIorgenstierne 
Voiksdichtung in Afghanistan 

A. F. de Lapparent 

La montagne du fer d'Hajigak 

H. J. Arens 

Die Energieversorgung in 

Afghanistan 
G.J. Alder 

The Dropped Stitch 
P. Centlivres 

Les Uzbeks du Qattaghan 



I^IJlvLNxxL/ Jg1.Heft2.19i"4 



tylFGIMNISTAN 





B. Schafer, Bochum 

Schmuggel in Afghanistan 
H. F. Neubauer, GieSen 

Die Nuristanrebe, Herkunft der 

Edelrebe und Ursprungdes 

Weinbaues 
A. Jeanneret, Gen^ 

Contribution a I'dtude des 

boulangersde Kaboul 



L. Fischer f, Tubingen 

Volksmedizinische Beobach- 

tungen in Afghanistan 
S.-W. Breckle und W. Frey 

Die Vegetationsformen im 

Zentralen Hindukusch 
R. Kostka,Graz 

Die stereophotogram. Aufnahnrie 

des Grol^n Buddha in Bamiyan 



1975 




cyiFGHANISTAN 

J vJUlVlNxVL/ tj 1 ^tett a 1975 




K. Zipper 

Teppiche aus Afghanistan 
N. H. Dupree 

Will the Sikhs take Jalalabad ? 
M. Centlivres-Demont 

Les Peintures sur Camions en 

Afghanistan 
S. I. Hallet and R. Samizay 

Nuristan's Cliff -Hangers 
A. Janata 

Kanthoizexport nach Pakistan 



A. Janata und Reihanodin Hassas 

Ghairatman — der gute Pashtune 
M . Weiers 

Die Sprache der Hazara und der 

Mongolen von Afghanistan 
P. A. Bucherer-Dletschi 

Ein Freilichtmuseum in Afgh. 
L. Dupree 

New Palaeolithic Localities Near 

Dashti-i-Nawur 
A. Ghanie Ghaussy 

Grundzuge des 4. Entw. Planes 




^GHANISTAN 

OURlNfAL JgtHeft419M 



C. M. Naumann, Bonn 

Pamir und Wakhan 
G.J. Alder, Reading 

The Dropped Stitch 
E. Grotzbach, Hannover 

Anardarrah — Das verborgene 

„Tal der Granatapfel" 
L. W. Adamec, Tucson 

Notes on the Afgh. Gazetteer 




R. F. Strand 

The Changing Herding Economy 

of the Kom Nuristani 
P. Schneider 

Soziallebende Assein in 

Afghanistan 
H. Rosenbaum 

Das Afghanistan-Archiv der 

Universitat Bochum 
P. Bernhardt 

Koh-e-Urgunt im Afghanischen 

Hindukusch 



Wir mochten darauf hinweisen, daft die 
Moglichkeit besteht, die Jahrgange 1974 und 
1975des AFGHANISTAN JOURNAL nachzu- 
bestellen. Lediglich Heft 1 Jg. 1974 ist derzeit 
vergriffen, wird jedoch bei weiterem Ansteigen 
der Abonnementzahlen nachgedruckt. Die Preise 
fiir die Jahrgange 1974 und 1975 bleiben mit 
68 120.- {DM18,-) unverar>dert. 



Back issues of the AFGHANISTAN JOURNAL 
of the years 1974 and 1975 can be obtained. 
Issue 1 (1974) is out of print but will soon be 
available if the number of subscriptions further 
increases. Subscription prices for 1974 and 1975 
are still unchanged (6S 120,- US$6.50). 



Nous attirons votre attention au fait que les 
numeros des annees 1974et 1975 de 
I'AFGHANISTAN JOURNAL sont encore 
disponibles a I'exception du no. 1 /1 974 qui sera 
eventuellement reimprime si les demandes le 
concernant le permettent. Les prix 
d'abonnement pour les anil^ 1974 et 1975 
restent inchang& (6S 120,- US $ 6.50). 
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Fig. 1 : The roofscape of the Shor Bazaar area of Kabul is bounded by mountains, a major influence on the form of the city. 



Serai Lahori 

Traditional Housing in the old City of Kabul 

William B. Bechhoefer, College Park, Maryland 



Serai Lahori, a residential enclave in Shor 
Bazaar, the oldest section of Kabul, the 
caf)lta( of Afghanistan, is one of the few 
f few examples of housing from the 
nineteenth century which still remains in 
Kabul. Whereas isolated houses can be 
found which demonstrate the craft and 
internal organization typical of that 
period. Serai Lahori permits the study of 
an urban grouping which evolved in 
response to quite specific demands of 
Afghan society. The forms of the past are 
still viabte because Afghan society remains 
substantially traditional in outlook, and 
clues to the future development of Kabul 
may be found in them. 
The reason for studying these old houses 
is to understand the relationship between 
built form and societal needs and to find 
ways to reinterpret these forms in a 
modern context. In fact, the old city of 
Kabul has#iy^cally deteriorated to an 



extent beyond repair; every year more 
structures decay and collapse, and the 
open sewage system is a source of disease. 
Planning for Kabul includes razing and 
redevelopment of Shor Bazaar, and the 
only vestiges of its former richness will 
then be found scattered in the antique 
shops of the new city. 



Kabul 

Kabul is situated in the fertile valley of the 

Kabul River at an altitude of 6,600 feet. 
Mountains, creating excellent defensive 
barriers, and the climate have 
recommended Kabul at least since the 
time of Alexander the Great as an urban 
site. The first defensive walls which were 
constructed in the fifth century have been 
rebuilt many times since and can still be 
seen. At the beginning of the sixteenth 



century, Babur, who was later to found 
the Moghul Dynasty of India, made Kabul 
his capital, and upon his death was buried 
there. In his writings he often expressed 

his love for the gardens and fine climate of 
Kabul, when compared with the lowland 

plains of India. 

Nonetheless, it was not until 1 776 that 
Kabul became the capital of the region, 
and growth of the present city began. 
Indeed, throughout its history, Kabul had 
been exceeded in wealth and culture by 
many cities in Afghanistan — Kandahar, 
Ghazni,and Herat, among them. In the 
nineteenth century the outlines of what 
is now called the "old city" were clear. On 
the north is the Kabul River; to the south 
is Sher Darwaza mountain, with the 
fortified wall on its crest, which joins Bala 
Hissar citadel to the east. A wall — now 
destroyed — ran from Bala Hissar north to 
the river to complete the defenses. In 
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Fig. 2: The major functional units of the old city are; 1 ) bazaar; 2) secondary bazaar; 3) serai; and 
4) passageway. Large open areas have been razed in recent years (5). 



addition, villages outside the walls have 
been incorporated into Kabul, as modern 
commercial and residential development 
has extended its original boundaries. 
The physical character of the old city was 
determined by three major factors: 
economics, defense, and socio-religious 
custom. Because of the desirability of 
building within the protective confines of 
the city walls, land was extremely 
expensive. The bazaar streets were, thus, 
crowded by the maximum number of 
shops, and peddlers worked on foot or 
with carts or animals. Commercial areas 
demanded direct access to the street level 
for selling and servicing and were thus 
generally built with one or two stories. 
Residential construction, however, rose to 
three and sometimes four stories, 
canti levered over the streets to gain needed 
floor area. The demand for space and a 
pedestrian/animal-oriented circulation 



resulted in narrow, dark, winding 
streets. 

Whereas defense of the city from the 
outside was a major issue, within the city it 
was also necessary to protect people and 
goods from family and tribal feuds and 
from the prevailing lawlessness of the time. 
All buildings turn an essentially blank face 
to public streets. For example, the serai, an 
open space surrounded by rooms, is a 
typical building type in that its access is 
always at one guarded point, and its 
activity is oriented to the space within. 
Housing also turns inward to a court or to 
a compound surrounded by a wall. Some 
instances of houses with major facades on 
the street or on a semi-public space are 
found; in these cases the houses belong to 
one related group and their common area 
can itself be closed. 

Socio-religious custom has influenced the 
need for privacy among the various ethnic 



groups in Kabul. A primary determinant of 
form in traditional Islamic houses has been 
purdah, the institution of secluding 
women. Although purdah is nowhere 
defined as a religious precept of Islam, it is 
nonetheless associated with Muslim society 
where it may have been adopted from 
Byzantine Christian practice. The court, or 
compound, of the traditional house 
provides a space where women of the 
family may live and work unobserved by 
strangers. Entries to houses are arranged so 
that a view into the house from the street 
is impossible. A room for male guests is 
generally found at the entry in order to 
avoid contact with the rest of the house. 
However, a sizeable population with Indian 
origins also lives in the old city of Kabul, 
and their Sikh and Hindu cultures have not 
required purdah. We shall see that 
houses built by these communities do not 
demonstrate the same organization of 
privacy , while factors of defense and 
economics shape their buildings much in 
the same way as their Islamic 
counterparts. 

A happy accommodation to the dry 
climate of Kabul, as well as to the society, 
has resulted from the characteristic massive 
construction. The narrow streets are 
shaded from the summer sun and keep out 
the heavy winter snows; walls of mud or 
brick insulate from the heat or cold; 
courtyards provide sinks of cool air and 
shade in the summer; and, whenever 
possible, rooms are arranged with a north 
or south orientation, to be used in summer 
or winter, respectively. On the other hand, 
the problem of the winter snow has never 
been successfully resolved. Although snow 
does not fall in the streets because of their 
narrowness, the flat mud roofs of the 
buildings must be shovelled continuously 
to avoid leaks and collapse; the only space 
available for the snow is in the streets. For 
much of the winter, then, the streets 
become a practically impassable morass of 
mud , there being no way to drain off the 
water. To date no economical system of 
roof construction has been introduced into 
Afghanistan which will support the snow 
loads and prevent leaks. 
Another problem in the architecture is the 
use of elaborately carved wood facades. 
They are light in weight and beautiful, and 
they do admit air and light into rooms; 
they require, however, a resource lacking 
in Afghanistan at the present time. Poplar 
trees were used, as they still are, for 
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Fig. 3-4: Shops in the bazaar are small cubicles open to the street. They are constructed with comnnon materials available throughout Afghanistan, 



Structural members, and it is said that holly 
trees once grew in the Kabul valley and were 
used for the facades. While poplar is fast- 
growing and is now grown as a crop, the 
holly must soon have been exhausted, and 
hardwood imported from India would have 
taken its place. Kabuli families were 
wealthy, indeed, to have afforded the 
wood suitable for carving and the 
craftsmen needed to build these facades. 
Nonetheless, the destruction of 
Afghanistan's very few forests remains an 
irreparable damage to the country's 
ecology. 

Economic pressure, the need for internal 
and external defense within the city, and 
socio-religious custom are, then, the prime 
determinants of the form of the old city of 
Kabul. The dramatic physical setting of 
Kabul has continued to exert itself on the 
form and feeling of the city. Traditional 
methods of construction have served the 
Afghans well, on balance; while the 
elaborate facades of the past are no longer 
built, they are being replaced with simpler 
versions or with modern window 
systems. 

The study of Serai Lahori that follows 
begins with an explanation of the organi- 
zation of the old city, which is the context 
in which this housing group is found. 
Bazaars, passageways, and the organization 



of functions in serais constitute the major 
parts of the old city. The physical and 
historical relationship of Serai Lahori to 
the old city and the documentation of 
Serai Lahori and its houses are then the 
subjects of more careful examination. 
Finally, conclusions will be drawn con- 
cerning the contemporary relevance of 
Serai Lahori. 



Bazaars 

The bazaar was, and, in spite of modern 
incursions, to a large extent remains the 
social, political, and economic forum of 
the city and the nation. It determines the 
organization of the old city; each bazaar 
gave its name to the section of the city 
which is served. Shor Bazaar, one of the 
major bazaars, refers to a major street of 
stores and workshops, public baths and 
mosques, and also to a grouping of perhaps 
50,000 residents. These residential areas 
were broken into smaller neighborhoods, 
defined by local mosques and shrines and 
by a few tea shops and stores. 
Afghan buildings can be looked upon as 
combinations of basic geometric shapes. 
When viewed this way, the bazaar becomes 
two rows of rectangular volumes. One 
volume generally represents one shop. The 



shopkeeper's primary response to the hot 
summer sun is to hang out a simple awning. 
A series of these awnings creates a lightly 
shaded zone down the street. The shop 
itself is windowless since the open front 
lets in adequate light. Thus, three zones of 
light are defined: inside the shop is dark, 
under the awning is light shade, and the 
street itself is very bright. 
Because the shop is open to the street, 
visually the street and shop become one. 
Yet the small step up into the shop clearly 
defines the zone of the shop by the 
physical action required to enter it. The 
shopkeeper can thus sit in his shop, view all 
the activity of the street, and remain 
slightly apart. Inside the shop becomes a 
very private zone which one enters only 
with the implied consent of the 
shopkeeper. But, in fact, most of the 
bazaar's business is transacted without the 
customer entering or the shopkeeper 
leaving the shop. The area of the street 
directly in front of the shop becomes a 
transition space between the public 
activities of the street and more personal 
business activities. The overhang of the 
awning and merchandise placed in the 
street further define this zone. 
The proportions of the volume of the shop 
depend upon the size and limits of a small 
group of structural materials. The basic 
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Structural components are sun-dried or 
baked mud brick and poplar poles. The 
thin form of the poplar trunk generates a 
roofing system that is not dependent upon 
wide planks of wood. Though the 
structural capabilities of the materials 
provide a certain set of limits, numerous 
opportunities for variation exist in the 
choice of details. The development of a 
system of panels for closing the shop offers 
one such opportunity for refinement. 
Open shop fronts and a variety of activities 
enrich the bazaar experience. There is 
opportunity for all sorts of interaction: 
merchandise is sold, items are manu- 
factured, and services are provided in a 
highly visible relationship to the passerby. 
The variety of activities presents a visual 
contrast to the relatively uniform rhythms 
of the shop structures. 
Secondary streets occur off the bazaar 
street, serving as passageways which link 
the public bazaar with private residences. 
Few windows open on to these streets and 
very little social activity occurs there, as 
they are used primarily for circulation. 
Because of the scarcity of land in the city, 
these passageways are quite narrow. The 
upper floors of the buildings cantilever out 
to maximize building space. Sometimes the 
house will completely span the street, 
turning it into a tunnel. Narrowness and 
height of surrounding buildings effectively 
shade streets from the sun. 



Serai Lahori: 

History and Development 

A series of spaces occur off the bazaar 
street. Generally these are used as mosques, 
public baths, or serais. The serai is an 
important functional adjunct to the bazaar. 
There are two kinds of urban serai: the 
work-storage serai and the residential serai. 
In the former, traditionally the bottom 
level was used for shops, work space, or 
storage, and the top floor for living space. 
Frequently the interior facade of the serai 
is composed of two galleries, an upper and 
lower, articulated by a regular repetition 
of wooden elements. The galleries act as a 
formalized transition zone between the 
more public open space and private areas. 
The residential serai is an adaption of this 
configuration; however, use is entirely 
residential and houses rise to three, and 
often four, stories. In both kinds of serai, 
thick walls keep out much of the bazaar's 
noise, which serves to heighten the illusion 
that these spaces are far removed from the 
bazaar. 

The development of a residential serai and 
its functional relationship to the rest of the 
city can be explained by a conceptual 
progression from a passageway to serai: 
1 ) As noted before, the main purpose of a 
passageway is circulation. If, for reasons of 
defense, a gate is built at each end of the 
passage, the street can be blocked off at 



certain times and places and thus become 
more private and easily defended. 2) If one 
of the ends is permanently closed off, the 
street is used only for access to 
surrounding houses. 3) Widening the 
passage creates a useful open space, as 
illustrated in the site plan of Serai 
Lahori. 

Serai Lahori is a residential serai, a group 
of houses arranged around an open space 
off Shor Bazaar at its eastern extremity. In 
the nineteenth century, access to this part 
of the city from the outside was through 
the Lahore gate, now destroyed, which 
took its name from that major Indian city 
which is now in Pakistan. 
The impact of India upon Afghanistan has 
been significant throughout its history. In 
the 4th— 3rd centuries B.C., Buddhism came 
from India into Afghanistan and from 
there spread to China. In the 4th— 5th 
centuries A.D., and again in the 8th— 10th 
centuries, Indian dynasties controlled parts 
of the country, while Afghan rulers at 
various times have dominated Delhi and 
regions of northwest India. 
At the present time about 25,000 Afghans 
of Indian origins can be found in the cities 
of Afghanistan where they typically engage 
in a variety of commercial activities, such 
as the selling of textiles or other goods and 
money-changing. The Hindu and Sikh 
religions are practiced, with Sikhs being in 
the majority. Hindi and Punjabi remain as 
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Fig. 6: The enclosed space of Serai Lahori is a quiet retreat from the activity of the bazaar. 



primary languages of these groups; Dari, or 
Afghan Farsi, is generally the most useful 
second language, used by the disparate 
peoples of A'^anistan as a lingua 
franca. 

In the nineteenth century, the towns and 
cities of Afghanistan were largely populated 
by ethnic groups other than the ruling 



indigenous Pushtun tribes. Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, in The Kingdom of 
C a u b u I , remarks in 1815 that the 
greater part of the residents of Kabul were 
Tajiks, who kept shops and engaged in 
handicraft trades, and Indians, who were 
bankers and traders. A few Pushtuns who 
lived in cities followed commerce, but 



most were the important men at court, 
soldiers, and religious leaders. As in most 
nations, the poor also gathered in the city 
and became laborers. Elphinstone 
concludes that the ruling Pushtuns viewed 
city life as essentially degrading and 
preferred the freer existence of the 
countryside. Even today, with cities 
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to 



Fig. 9 

The facade of a house is a direct expression of 
the method of its construction. 



Fig. 7—8: The developnnent of a residential serai 
can be thought of as an evolution from a street 
with gates (1 ) to a street closed and widened (2). 
Serai Lahori exhibits a fully developed space (3). 




expanding at a great rate, ninety percent 
of the population remains rural, and 2 1/2 
million people, most Pushtuns, retain a 
nomadic way of life. 
Serai Lahori is in a part of the old city 
where a large number of Indian groups 
have settled. Its residents are Sikhs, with 
some Hindus and Moslems. The narrow, 
guarded entrance to the serai is by a kind 
of tunnel, passing directly through the Sikh 



temple which serves the community as a 
religious and social center. The temple thus 
takes on considerable architectural signifi- 
cance by its placement at the entry where 
it increases consciousness of its central role 
in the life of the serai. 
According to tradition, the temple elders 
date the temple site to be more than six 
hundred years old. Assuming the accuracy 
of this figure, the site would have had to be 



Hindu, since it was not until the middle of 
the fifteenth century that Sikh beliefs 
developed out of both Hindu and Moslem 
traditions. It is also possible to assume the 
existence of an Indian community around 
the temple and houses grouped around a 
defensible community street-space, since 
both of these patterns are typical and 
traditional in the old city of Kabul. 
Historically, Moslem groups also lived in 
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Fig. 10—1 1 : Shuttered panels determine the horizontal and vertical rhythms of the facades of Serai Lahori. 



the area. The existing temple and most of 
the house structures are one hundred or 
more years old; additions and changes have 
been made continuously. It is impossible 
to determine whether there is any corres- 
pondence between what we see today and 
earlier communities on the site. 
Before looking in detail at Serai Lahori, 
several specific generic characteristics 
should be pointed out. First, the organi- 
zation of houses around a defensible closed 
street reinforces the sense of a distinct 
community within the old city of Kabul, 
and represents one of the most typical 
patterns of housing to be found. Indeed, 
a person who was found outside his 
community late at night was highly suspect 
unless he carried a light to indicate his 
honesty of intention. Second, the houses 
of Serai Lahori are not the traditional 
Islamic type, with the interior courtyard 
as the major focus. Rather, houses look 
directly on to the community street, 
reflecting the freedom of Hindu women 
from seclusion in the immediate family; 
the courtyard becomes secondary or non- 
existent. Third, when constructed in the 
nineteenth century, these houses belonged 
to the wealthy, and evidence of rich 
embellishments is seen everywhere; in 
particular, the wood panels are of excep- 
tional quality. The houses are now rented 
and have been allowed to deteriorate. 
Finally, whereas the interiors of the houses 



are kept clean, the community street has 
become a repository for raw sewage and 
garbage. In the past local farmers would 
have removed wastes to use as fertilizer; 
with the growth of Kabul, farms are now 
too far away to make the system feasible. 
Without a modern system of waste 
disposal, these urban spaces, which once 
might have been used intensively, have 
become spoiled. 

Serai Lahori: 

Architectural Organization 

The architectural organization of Serai 
Lahori can be viewed essentially as a 
rectangular mass with a void in the center. 
This mass is composed of a number of 
smaller masses, houses, each of which 
usually contains a void. The entrance to 
the serai is under the mass of the Sikh 
temple. This building concept of masses 
containing voids is representative of an 
eastern conception of architecture, as 
contrasted to the western notion of a 
building as an object that sits in space. 
The house type most characteristic of the 
old city of Kabul and of Serai Lahori 
demonstrates the traditional Islamic 
organization around a central zone, which 
consists of a courtyard and the stairs to 
other levels. The visual axis from the entry 
of the house to the stairs is broken to 



increase privacy. The side walls adjoin 
other houses and thus have no openings. 
The major living rooms are in the front and 
back. 

The Sikh and Hindu residents of Serai 
Lahori have modified this basic house for 
their own purposes. If the house had been 
built by Moslems, rooms would open only 
to the courtyard, which would be the 
major work area for the women; however, 
in Serai Lahori the living rooms open 
directly to the outside as well as to the 
courtyard. This simple, but fundamental, 
modification changes the sensation of the 
house from introverted and isolated to 
extroverted and communal. 
Each house is composed of a series of 
rectangular volumes, each defining the 
functional and structural zones of the 
house. The volumes are usually stacked up 
to a height of three stories. The basic 
structural system is one of mud or brick 
bearing walls and poplar joists and beams. 
The walls are reinforced against earth 
tremors by horizontal, vertical, and 
diagonal wood members. A series of wood 
panels acts as a curtain wall and effectively 
reduces the dead load on the canti levered 
parts as well as providing light and 
ventilation to the interior. 
The facade panels determine the 
dimensional module used in the houses. 
Each of the lower three floors reflects this 
modularity to some degree, while the top 



Fig. 13 

The ground level of a typical house will 
have a guest room nearest the entry and 
no direct view of the stairs from the 

outside. 
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Fig. 16 5X) 
Niches in interior living room walls are 
often highly sculpted in bas-relief and are used 
to display treasured items. 



Fig. 14 

On intermediate levels, living rooms 
open to the outside and to the interior 
court, while storage and stairs are tightly 

grouped to one side. 



intermediate 

Fig. 15 

The roof level is a utility area. 



roof 




floors, which are later additions, do not. 
The horizontal rhythm of the facade Is 
determined by the panels and Is more 
uniform than the vertical rhythms, which 
vary by floor. 

The basic panel Is composed of a frontal 
element, often an arch, with three 
vertically sliding shutters behind. The top, 
stationary piece is often punctured with 
openings to insure a degree of ventilation 
even when all the shutters are closed. 
Carvings and mouldings make the panels 
highly decorative. 

Room shapes are generally not dependent 
upon function. Uses of rooms are 
generalized so that essentially there are 
living-sleeping rooms and storage rooms. 
The main living room Is usually the main 
sleeping room. Guests stay In a room near 
the entry to minimize interference with 
the family privacy. Room use is often 
rotated because of season or Immediate 
need. For example, in the summer the 
rooms toward the front of the house are 
used because they ventilate better. 
This flexibility is reinforced by a simplicity 
of furnishing. Floors are generally covered 
with rugs, and the walls are lined with 
mattresses or cushions, leaving the center 
of the room free. Usually there is at least 
one bed in the main sleeping-eating room; 
but, if there is space, the cushions are used 
as seats In preference to the bed. A cloth 
on the floor becomes a table. Such 
simplicity of room shapes and furnishing 
makes It easy to change room usages. 
Basements, when built, are generally 
storage spaces. However, there is often a 
special heating system in the basement. A 
fire is built at one end of the house and hot 
air is circulated in air spaces, heating the 
stones of the floor and radiating warmth 
to the rooms above. 

The walled roof Is one of the spaces most 
used by the family. It Is a utility area, 
where the kitchen, toilet, and bath are 
often located. A bakery Is a common 
feature and can be recognized by Its 
pitched, open-ended roof which allows 
smoke to escape. In good weather, meals 
are cooked and clothes are washed there; 
when the weather is very hot, it becomes 
the evening sleeping area. The addition of 
living rooms on the roof level is comparati- 
vely recent and is to be found on the 
majority of houses In the old city of 
Kabiil. 

Many of the roofs of Serai Lahori connect 
with each other, providing an upper-level. 



Fig. 17: The section illustrates 
the vertical organization of spaces 
Of particular interest is the 
courtyard, used here for light, 
ventilation, and privacy. 




section 

Fig. 18: The stairs of this house have been placed in a rear corner 
to create a larger courtyard. 
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Fig. 19: A nunnber of the houses of Serai Lahori have no courtyard. 



private link between houses. Openings are 
left in the roof walls so that people may 
look down upon the community street or 
communicate across it. In Serai Lahori, the 
large community space provides women 
with an alternative to the private courtyard 
as the traditional meeting place. 
Courtyards are typically deep and narrow 
and are used more for light and ventilation 
than for any specific activity. A well is 
sometimes found in the courtyard, and a 
tree or smaller plants will be features of the 
courtyards of larger houses. Facades on the 
interior courtyards are made up of wood 
panels similar to those on the exterior. 



Variations on the basic house type occur in 
response to difficult or unusual building 
sites and to specific needs of residents. One 
variation is the location of stairs. Whereas 
a courtyard is preferred in the middle of 
the house, stairs may be moved to 
accommodate problems in siting or to solve 
specific functional requirements. For 
example, the placement of stairs in the rear 
corner of a house assures privacy from the 
street and allows the courtyard to be 
larger. 

The second variation in the houses of Serai 
Lahori is the elimination of the courtyard. 
Such houses can be very comfortably 



occupied by Sikh or Hindu families, where 
purdah is not a requirement; for these 
groups the interior courtyard has lost much 
of its functional necessity. The elimination 
of the courtyard is also a function of 
narrow building sites, where an interior 
open space would not be feasible. Rear 
living rooms characteristically have 
windows to a passageway or open space. 
Additions and alterations have been made 
to the houses, such as extra rooms on the 
roof, the construction of new floors, the 
closing of courtyards, and the rearrange- 
ment of doors and windows. Innumerable 
repairs have altered or destroyed original 
features of the buildings. And yet these 
changes and repairs reveal that the houses 
continue to be an expression of the 
changing lifestyle of the old city of 
Kabul. 

The significance of Serai Lahori is to be 
found in the manner in which its forms 
accurately reflect its historical and cultural 
precedents. Its adaptation as a minority 
community in Kabul, and its manipulation 
of the house to reflect an outlook radically 
different from its Moslem neighbors 
reinforce its significance. The obvious 
richness of its forms further reflects the 
level of cultural and material wealth 
achieved by nineteenth centun/ Kabul is. 



Conclusion 

Serai Lahori is a highly successful example 
of urban housing in the context of the old 
city of Kabul. As was stated earlier, the 
old city will most likely be razed in the not 
too distant future, and chances for saving 
even its most excellent parts are slight. 
Insofar as Serai Lahori presents archi- 
tectural solutions to problems of social 
organization, use of resources, and climate, 
its forms should not be ignored as planners 
and architects undertake to redevelop this 
section of Kabul. The way of life which is 
accommodated in Serai Lahori still exists 
in large part, and how the automobile and 
modern institutions are integrated 
harmoniously into the old city is a subject 
for long-range study and speculation. 
Whether Serai Lahori is viewed as an 
historical event or as a source of valuable 
information for those engaged in the 
building of a city, its real significance is in 
its past and present successes as an 
environment for urban living. 
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Die Vegetation des Jokhom-Tals im Zentralen 



W. Frey, Tubingen 
W. Probst, Flensburg 
A. Shaw, Kabu 



Afghanischen Hindukusch 



Im Sommer 1974 konnten die Verfasser im 
Rahmen einer langeren Forschungsreise^^ 
in den Zentralen Hindukusch zwei Wochen 
im Jokham-Tal arbeiten. Im folgenden soil 
ein Uberblick uber die dort vorgefundenen 
Vegetationsverhaltnisse gegeben werden. 
Sie durften fur die NW-Abdachung des 
Zentralen Hindukusch charakteristisch 
sein. Diese Region gehorte bisher zu den in 
vegetationskundlicher Sicht unbekannte- 
sten Teilen Afghanistans. Die wenigen 
Beobachtungen wurden von BRECKLE & 
FREY in dieser Zeitschrift in einer Arbeit 
uber die Vegetationsstufen des Zentralen 
Hindukusch zusammengefaf^t. 
Wir danken der Deutschen Forschungs- 
gemeinschaft fur die Mittel, die sie uns fur 



diese Arbeiten im Rahmen des SFB 19 zur 
Verfugung gestellt hat. Unser Dank gilt 
auch dem Sprecher des Sonderforschungs- 
bereiches 19, Herrn Prof. Dr. W. Rollig fur 
seine stete Hilfsbereitschaft, dem Dekan 
der Pharmazeutischen Fakultat der 
Universitat Kabul, Herrn Dr. F. Ahrary und 
dem Leiterder Kulturabteilung des 
Afghanischen Auf?)enministeriums, Herrn 
Aghir, fur ihre freundliche Unterstutzung. 

Lage und Topographie 

Der Jokham mundet zwischen den 
Ortschaften Eskaan und Hazarat-e-Sayed 
als orographisch rechter Nebenfluf?) in den 
Kokcha (Abb. 2). Oberhalb von Jurm ist er 
der wasserreichste Zuf luR). Er fijhrt dem 



Kokcha die Schmelzwasser der 
N-Abdachung des Koh-e-Bandakor 
{6843 m) zu. 

Von der Mundung des Jokham verlauft das 
Tal zunachst 20 km in sudostlicher 
Richtung (Abb. 1). Im Talgrund liegen die 
Ortschaften Kau, Caharmaghzestan und 
Sarab. Bei Sarab biegt das Tal nach Suden 
ab und verlauft dann parallel zum Kokcha. 
Die beiden Taler schlief3>en einen Gebirgs- 
zug ein, der vom 5880 m hohen Koh-e-Ka- 
Dur nach Norden zieht. 18 km sudlich von 
Sarab gabelt sich das Tal. Ein Ast fuhrt in 
das Gletscherbecken nordwestlich des 
Punktes 5492. Von diesem Berg steigt in 
sudlicher Richtung die Koh-e-Bandakor- 
Kette auf . Der andere Ast des Tales biegt 




Abb. 1 : Topographische Karte des Jokham-Tals. A Gipfel iiber 5.000 m, 



Gipfel uber 6.000 m. 



Abb. 4: Vegetationsformationen im Jokham-Tal. ^^^(^ 



1 ) Eine im Auftrag des Sonderforschungsbereichs 19 ,,Tubinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients" durchgefuhrte Forschungsreise. 



Abb. 2: Oberblick iiber den nordlichen Teil des Zentralen Hindukusch. Abb. 3: Juniperus Offenwaldbestande am Oberlauf des Jokham. 




xeromorphe, offene Zwergstrauchformation 
mit Artemisia 



subalpine Vegetationsformationen 



offene Zwergstrauch- und Dompolsterformation mit 
vereinzelten Juniperus-Biischen 



alpine Vegetationsformationen 



immergruner, offener Nadelwold (Juniperus) 



nivale Stufe 



sommergrune Auengehblze 
mit Salix und Populus 



4 , . Hochgebirgs-Steinschuttfluren 
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in ostlich-sudostlicher Richtung ab und 
fuhrt zu einem 4800 m hoch gelegenen Paf^, 
der heute nur noch wenig begangen wird. 
Im ganzen Gebiet herrschen granitische 
und metamorphe Gesteine vor. 

Klima 

Die NW-Abdachung des Zentralen 
Hindukusch iiegt im Bereich des kontinen- 
talen zentralasiatischen Trockenklimas. Die 
Hauptniederschlage fallen inn Winter. 
Die sonnnnerlichen Monsunvorst6f3>e, die fur 
die SE-Abdachung charakteristisch sind, 
erreichen das Bandakor-Massiv und das 
Jokhann-Tal nicht. Wie eigene 
Beobachtungen und Berichte BRECKLE's 
(1973) zeigen, konnmt es in den nordlichen 
und mittleren Regionen des Zentralen 
Hindukusch auch zu somnnerlichen Regen- 
fallen, die jedoch nneist nicht sehr ergiebig 
sind und unregelnnaf^ig auftreten. In den 
nordwestlichen und nordlichen Auf^en- 
bereichen handelt es sich hier eindeutig um 
Auslaufer westlicher Tiefdruckgebiete. 
Meteorologische Beobachtungen liegen nur 
aus Talstationen vonn Randbereich des 
Gebirges und vom Salang-Paf^ vor. Die 
nachste Station zu unserem Untersuchungs- 
gebiet ist Faizabad (Abb. 2). Die in 
Faizabad gennessenen durchschnittlichen 
Jahresniederschlage von 508 mm fallen vor 
allem in den Monaten Februar bis Mai. 
Diese Werte konnen nicht auf die hoher 
gelegenen Regionen ubertragen werden. 
Schatzungen fur die Hochregionen, die zum 
Teil auf Wasserfuhrungsmessungen der 
Flijsse beruhen, kommen zu Niederschlagen 
biszu 2000mm/Jahr (FLOHN 1969). 
Die klimatische Schneegrenze Iiegt im 
Jokham-Tal in N-Exposition bei 4800 m. 
Die Auswertung der topograph ischen 
Karte Afghanistan 1 : 1 00000 ergibt fur das 
Koh-e-Bandakor-Massiv ein Mittel von 
5200 m. 

Die Pflanzenformationen (Abb.4) 

Entscheidend fur die Ausbildung der 
Vegetation im Hindukusch ist die Dauer 
und Intensitat der sommerlichen Trocken- 
periode, die ja in den Hochgebirgsregionen 
gerade mitder Hauptvegetationsperiode 
zusammenfallt. An der N-Abdachung des 
Koh-e-Bandakor-Massivs und an der Auf^en- 
seite der Khwaja-Muhammad-Kette ist 
diese Trockenperiode weniger ausgepragt 



als im Anjuman-Munjan-Gebiet. Hier 
kommt es in den Sommermonaten immer 
wieder zu Tiefdruckeinbruchen, die 
Bewolkung und Niederschlage mit sich 
bringen. In den Vegetationsverhaltnissen 
des Jokham-Tals kommt dies deutlich zum 
Ausdruck. 

1 . Xeromorphe, offene Zwergstrauch- 
formation mit Artemisia 
(1700-2000 m) 

Im untersten Talbereich (1 700-2000 m) 
sind die Hange von einer xeromorphen, 
offenen Zwergstrauchformation (bis 10% 
deckend) bedeckt. Esdominieren zwei 
Artemisia -Arten (A. I a m p r o - 
c a u I o s , A. spec.) und eine kleine 
rutenformige Chenopodiacee. Weitere 
charakteristische Arten sind C o u s i n i a - 
Arten, Lactuca orientalis, 
Acroptilon repens und 
Ephedra ciliata.ln fluf^nahen 
Hanglagen kommen Straucher wie 
Zygophyllum tetrapterum 
und Krasheninnikovia 
ewersmanniana vor. Auffallend ist, 
daf^ Dornpolster in dieser Zone nahezu 
fehlen. 

In diesen tiefen Lagen wirkt sich die 
Regenschattenlage hinterder Khwaja- 
Muhammad-Kette sehr deutlich aus. 
300 mm Jahresniederschlag durften kaum 
Qberschritten werden. Da das Gebiet zudem 
stark beweidet wird, kann die offene 
Vegetationsdecke die Hange nur 
ungenijgend festigen; Rutschungen und 
Erosion werden kaum verhindert. In 
steileren Hanglagen haben sich deshalb 
meist wenig verfestigte Schuttfacher 
gebildet. Hier dominieren der Kapern- 
strauch Capparis spinosa und 
die Scheinrebe Ampelopsis 
aegyrophylla. 

2. Offene Zwergstrauch- und Dornpolster- 
formation mit vereinzelten 

J u n i p e r u s -Buschen (2000-2600 
bzw. 3200 m) 

Blickt man das Jokham-Tal aufwarts, so 
fallt auf, daf^ die seitlichen Berghange ab 
einer bestimmten Hohe locker stehende 
Juniperus (Wacholder)-Busche tragen. 
Neben Juniperus sind fur diese 
Pflanzenformation die nun haufig 
auftretenden Dornpolsterpflanzen 



(Acantholimon- und 
Acanthophyllum -Arten) 
charakteristisch. Die Zwergstraucher der 
unteren Formation (Artemisia- und 
Ephedra - Arten, Chenopodiaceen) sind 
hier ebenfalls noch weit verbreitet. 
Die Obergrenze dieser Formation hangt 
sehr stark von der Exposition und damit 
von den Niederschlags- und Feuchtigkeits- 
verhaltnissen ab. In W- und N-Exposition 
ist die Obergrenze bei 2600 m erreicht. 
Dort wo sich im Sommer der Regen- 
schatteneffekt auswirkt (vor allem in S- 
und E-Exposition und im Mittelteil des 
Jokham-Tals) reicht sie bis uber 3000 m 
hinauf. An sie schlief3>t die subalpine Stufe 
direkt an. 

Von den beiden vorkommenden 
Wacholderarten, Juniperus semi- 
glob osa und J. ex eel sa, ist die 
erstere haufiger vertreten. Auffallig ist das 
Aufkommen von Strauchern vor allem in 
felsigen Seitenschluchten und auf Schutt- 
fachern der Seitentaler ( C o I u t e a 
persica, Zygophyllum-, 
Cotoneaster- und Rosa -Arten) . 
Auch die Zusammensetzung der fluR)be- 
gleitenden Gehoize andert sich in dieser 
Hohenstufe. Olweiden (Elaeagnus 
angustifolia) und Tamarisken 
gehen nur bis 2100 m hoch; Berberitzen bis 
2400 m. Haufig bleiben dagegen S a I i x - 
Arten und Myricaria germanica. 
Auch der Sanddorn (Hippophae 
rhamnoides) und die Mongolenrebe 
(Clematis tangutica) sind 
haufige Fluf^begleiter. Neben den Geholzen 
sind einige auffallende Stauden zu nennen, 
wie die Bignoniacee I n c a r v i I I e a 
o I g a e und Heracleum 
pubescens. 

Zwischen 2000 und 2600 m wird im Tal- 
grund und an den Hangterassen 
ausgedehnter Bewasserungsfeldbau 
betrieben (Weizen, Gerste, Saubohnen, 
Tabak). Auch spielt in dieser Stufe der 
Regenfeldbau uberall dort, wo die Hang- 
neigung nicht zu stark ist, eine wichtige 
Rolle. Seine Obergrenze Iiegt im Jokham- 
Tal bei 3000 m. 

Prachtige alte Aprikosen-, Walnuf^- und 
Maulbeerbaume (Morus alba) 
findet man vor allem in der Umgebung der 
Ortschaften Kau, Caharmaghzestan und 
Sarab. Getrocknete Aprikosen und Maul- 
beeren dienen im Winter der Bevolkerung 
als Kraftnahrung (hoher Zuckergehalt). 
Auf^erdem werden sie an die von Jurm 
anreisenden Handler verkauft. 
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3. Immergruner, offener Nadelwald mit 
Juniperus (Wacholder) 
(2600-3200 m) (Abb. 3, 4) 

In dieser Hohenstufe erhalten in den 
Sommermonaten bevorzugt die N- und 
W-Hange hohere Niederschlage. Die S- und 
E-Hange liegen im Regenschatten. An den 
N-und W-Hangen und im oberen Talab- 
schnitt des Jokhann-Tals bilden Juni- 
perus semiglobosa und 
J. e X c e I s a offene Waldbestande. In 
Tallagen kann die baunnformige Loni- 
cera nummulariifolia einen 
erheblichen Anteil gewinnen. Die dichtesten 
Bestande stehen auf den breiten Schutt- 
fachern der Seitentaler und mischen sich 
im Talgrund mit den hier ausgedehnten 
Weiden- und Pappelauen. 
Insgesamt sind die Baumbestande hier 
artenarmer als in der Khwaja-Muhammad- 
Kette und in Zentralafghanistan (vgl. 
FREITAG 1971 , p. 331). So fehlen z. B. 
Acer semenovii, Amygdalus 
bucharica, Pyrus korshinskyi, 
Malus turkmenorum und 
Fraxinus xanthoxyloides. 
Wahrscheinlich hangt diese Verarmung 
damit zusammen, daf^ die Walder hier erst 
in grof^erer Hohe einsetzen. 
Haufige Straucher sind Col u tea 
persica, Hippophae 
rhamnoides, Sorbus- und 
R i b e s -Arten. Im Unterwuchs 
dominieren Hemikryptophyten, unter 
denen Hochstauden wie Polygonum 
bucharicum, Heracleum 
polyadeum und Ferula 
g i g a n t e a besonders hervortreten. 
Dornpolster und Zwergstraucher treten 
zuruck. 

In dem glazial ausgeformten Talabschnitt 
oberhalb der Ortschaft Sarab konnten sich 
auf den Schotterbanken der breiten 
Talsohle ausgedehnte Auengebusche und 
-walder ausbilden (Abb. 4). Verbreitet ist 
hier der Sanddorn (Hippophae 
rhamnoides), eine Pappel- und vier 
S a I i X - Arten. 



4. Subalpine Pflanzenformationen 
(3200-3800 m) (Abb. 4, 5) 

Die Baumgrenze liegt im Jokham-Tal bei 
3200 m. Daruber schlief^t sich eine 
Juniperus - Kampfzone an, in der die 
Wacholder Buschform und schlieR)lich 



einen niedrigen, krummholzartigen Wuchs 
annehmen. Sie wachsen allerdings so 
zerstreut, daf^ man nicht von einer 
zusammenhangenden Krummholzstufe 
sprechen kann. Dies ist moglicherweise eine 
Folge der Beweidung. Die letzten 
Wacholder-Exemplare wachsen in 
3800-3900 m Hohe. 

Charakteristisch fur die subalpine Stufe in 
diesem Tal ist eine kraut- und 
staudenreiche Horstgrasformation. 
Daneben finden wir Hochgebirgs-Stein- 
schuttfluren, Kleinseggenriede, Fluf^bett- 
fluren und verschiedenen Felsbewuchs. 
Die verfestigten Hange beherrscht die 
kraut- und staudenreiche Horstgras- 
formation. Die Vegetationsdecke ist oft 
nahezu geschlossen. Die gut ausgebildete 
Krautschicht weist darauf hin, daR> hier in 
den Sommermonaten relativ viel Nieder- 
schlag fallt. Auffallend ist auch, daf^ in 
dieser Formation die Dornpolster 
vollkommen zurucktreten. Neben Grasern 
(Stipa caucasica, Pipta- 
therum platyanthum u.a.) 
sind als hervorstechende Arten zu nennen: 
Eremostachys edelbergii, 
Nepeta podostachys, Zizi- 
phora clinopodioides und 
Polygonum bucharicum. 
In hoheren Lagen treten Eremopoa 
persica, Potentilla sericea, 
Winklera silaifolia, Nepeta 
leucocyanea und Drab a 
t i b e t i c a hinzu. 
Die subalpine und alpine Region des 
Zentralen Hindukusch ist durch riesige 
Schutt-und Blockhalden gekennzeichnet, 
deren Entstehung durch die intensive 
Sonneneinstrahlung gefordert wird. 
Flachenmaf^ig uberwiegen deshalb in dieser 
Zone die Hochgebirgs-Steinschuttfluren. 
Charakteristische Arten dieses Extrem- 
standorts sind Lonicera asperi- 
folia, Ribes janczewskii, 
Papaver nudicaule. Pseud o- 
sedum condensatum, Draba 
tibetica, Arabis tibetica, 
Nepeta glutinosa, Epilobium 
I a t i f o I i u m . 

Wo der Fluf^ durch Seitenmoranen, Berg- 
sturze Oder Hangrutschungen aufgestaut 
wurde, kommt es zur Seenbildung und bei 
deren Verlandung zu mehr oder weniger 
ausgedehnten Kleinseggenrieden. Als 
Sommerweidegebiete haben sie im Zen- 
tralen Hindukusch wirtschaftlich eine 
grof^e Bedeutung. Fur die Zusammen- 
setzung der Vegetation spielt die starke 



Beweidung und die Dungung durch das 
Vieh eine wichtige Rolle. Insbesondere 
werden auslauferbildende C a r e x 
(Seggen)- und K o b r e s i a - Arten 
begunstigt. Verschiedene Gentianaceen, 
wiez.B. Swertia schugnanica, 
Gentiana stricta, Gentiana 
minutissima und Lomatogo- 
nium carinthiacum, durften 
wegen ihrer bitteren Inhaltsstoffe vom 
Vieh gemieden werden. Die stengellosen 
Rosetten von Inula rhizocephala 
(Abb. 5) sind ebenfalls sehr gut angepaf^t. 
Weitere typische Vertreter dieser 
Formation sind z. B. Primula 
waishenewskiana, Trifolium 
repens, Euphrasia cf. 
kurramensis, Plantago 
gentianoides und J u n c u s 
articulatus. 



5. Pflanzenformationen im alpinen 
Bereich 

Die alpine Stufe beginnt im Jokham-Tal 
bei 3800 m. 

Zwischen 4600 und 4700 m geht sie 
allmahlich in die nivale Zone uber. Die 
letzten BliJtenpflanzen trafen wir bei 
4800 m an. An sudexponierten Stellen 
liegen die hochsten Standorte aber noch 
etwas hoher. 

Folgende Formationen lassen sich unter- 
scheiden: Alpine Krautfluren, Quellfluren, 
Hochgebirgs-Steinschuttfluren, Schnee- 
bodenf ormationen , Felsspaltenbewuchs 
und Kryptogamenuberzug von Felsen. 
Alpine Krautfluren treten an den ver- 
festigten Hangen von 3800— 4200 m auf. 
Aus dem Artenbestand sind vor allem 
Allium fedtschenkoanum, 
Paraquilegia anemonoides 
unter Felsblocken, C o r y d a I i s 
gortschakovii ssp. ono- 
brychis, Smelowskia 
calycina, Rheum tibeticum, 
Nepeta leucocyanea und 
Leontopodium campestre zu 
nennen. Auffallenderweise fehit im 
Jokham-Tal Delphinium 
brunonianum, eine der Charakter- 
pflanzen aus anderen Gebieten des 
Hindukusch. 

Wo durch Hangrutschungen oder Berg- 
sturze zugeschuttete Wasserlaufe wieder 
zutage treten oder wo Schmelzwasser 
aus dem Moranenschutt austreten 
und in vielen Rinnsalen den Hang 





Abb. 10: Epilobium latifolium L. (Weidenros.). Abb. 11: Pedicularis spec. (Lausekraut). 



Abb. 12: Allium fedtschenkoanum REGEL. 
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uberziehen, entwickein sich artenreiche, 
fur die alpine Zone charakteristische Quell- 
fluren. Zu den Kleinseggenrieden der 
subalpinen Region bestehen enge 
Beziehungen. So kommen hier teilweise 
dieselben Carex- und Kobresia- 
Arten vor. Allerdings fehit die Beweidung. 
Besonders auffallig und haufig ist Carex 
nnelanantha nnit ihren dunklen, 
kopfig gehauften Ahrchen. Weitere haufige 
Arten sind Allium fedtschen- 
koanunn, Paraquilegia 
anemonoides, Saxifraga 
hirculus, Braya oxycarpa, 
Polygonum viviparum, 
Primula macrophylla und 
Pedicularis - Arten. 
In den hochstgelegenen Quellfluren und an 
den Gewasserrandern der hochsten 
Regionen kommt es nicht mehr zur Aus- 
bildung anmooriger Kobresien- und 
Carex- Polsterrasen. Charakterpflanze 
dieser Standorte ist Primula 
macrophylla, die wir im Jokham- 
Tal bis 4700 m beobachten konnten. Auf 
dem uberrieselten Gestein zwischen 
Primula- Pflanzen haben sich haufig 
B r y u m - Polster angesiedelt. An weiteren 
Arten sind hier noch Leontopodium 
campestre, Saxifraga 
hirculus, Carex nivalis, 
Ranunculus rufosepalus und 
Braya oxycarpa zu nennen. 
Im Bereich uber 4000 m kann man alle 
Erscheinungsformen der Solifluktion 
(Steinstrome, Polygonboden verschieden- 
ster Ausmaf^e) beobachten. Kennzeichnend 
sind jedoch ausgedehnte Blockhalden und 
Schotterflachen, die meist nur wenig ver- 
festigt sind. Nur wo die Bewegung weniger 
stark ist — auf Stufen und Rucken sowie in 
Talmulden — kann sich eine mehr oder 
weniger dichte Vegetationsdecke ausbilden, 
die recht artenreich ist. Z. B. Carex 
nivalis, Ranunculus rufose- 
palus, Potentilla flabellata, 
Papaver nudicaule, 
Smelowskia calycina, 
Ermania flabellata, Silene 
apetala, Oxyria digyna. 
Primula macrophylla und 
Waldheimia glabra. 
In flachen Mulden kann sich teilweise mehr 
Feinsediment absetzen. Hier kommt es zur 
Ausbildung einer Schneebodenformation. 
Neben Carex -Arten, Ranunculus 
rufosepalus, Saxifraga 
hirculus, Braya oxycarpa. 
Primula macrophylla und 



Leontopodium campestre 
gedeihen hier eine Reihe extremer Polster- 
pflanzen wie Sibbaldia cuneata 
und Draba korschinskyii. 
Die hochsten Standorte — im Jokham-Tal 
zwischen 4700 und 4800 m — werden nur 
von wenigen Spezialisten besiedelt. Wir 
fanden hier nur drei Arten: Saxifraga 
k o m a r o V i i mit zahlreichen langen 
geif^elartigen, sprof^burtigen Seitenwurzein, 
Ermania flabellata und 
Saussurea gnaphaloides. Die 
Pflanzen liegen dem Substrat nur locker 
auf. Moglicherweise kann hierdurch eine 
Schadigung durch die tagliche Bewegung 
des Frostbodens verhindert werden. 

Zusammenfassung 

In dieser Arbeit wird ein Uberblick ijber die 
Vegetationsverhaltnisse des Jokham-Tals 
(Zentraler Hindukusch) gegeben. 
Auf eine xeromorphe, offene Zwergstrauch- 
formation folgt ab 2000 m eine offene 
Zwergstrauch- und Dornpolsterformation 
mit vereinzelten Juniperus - Buschen. 
Diese endet in S- und E-Exposition in 
3200 m Hohe, in N- und W-Exposition geht 
sie bereits bei 2600 m in offene Juni- 
perus- Walder uber, die in 3200 m Hohe 
enden. Daran schlief^en sich die Pflanzen- 
formationen der subalpinen Stufe 
(3200-3800 m) an. Die Vegetation ist in 
dieser Stufe fast deckend, was auf die 
relativ hohen Niederschlage in den 
Sommermonaten zurijckzufuhren ist. Der 
alpine Bereich liegt im Jokham-Tal zwischen 
3800 und 4700 m. Vier Formationen dieser 
Region werden besprochen. Die obere 
Grenze ist gegenuber dem Munjan-Gebiet 
um etwa 200 m herabgedruckt. 

Summary 

A survey is given on the vegetation of 
Jokham-valley in Central Hindu Kush. 
From the level of the mouth of Jokham- 
river into Kokcha-river (1700 m) up to 
2000 m on slopes we find an open xero- 
morphic dwarf -shrubland. From 2000 to 
3200 m on south-and east-sides and to 
2600 m on north- and west-sides the 
mountains are covered with an open dwarf- 
shrubland and thorn cushion-formation 
with single Juniperus shrubs. 
From 2600 to 3200 m the northern and 
western slopes are covered with an open 
Juniperus - woodland, which becomes 



more dense to the bottom of the valley. 
The section between 3200 and 3800 m is 
occupied by different subalpine 
formations. In this altitude the vegetation 
is very dense. This is connected with the 
rather high precipitation in summertime. 
The domain of the alpine vegetation lays 
between 3800 and 4700 m. Four alpine 
formations are discussed. 
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Die Rolle des Bankwesens im 
EntwicklungsprozeB Afghanistans 



Jurgen Kanne, Bochum 



Bereits Ende der fijnfziger Jahre betonten die 
Vereinten Nationen die Notwendigkeit fur die 
Entwicklungslander, sicin in verstarktem Mafie auf 
die interne Investitionsfinanzierung zu besinnen.^^ 
Auslandisches Kapital fordere zwar die 
Bennuliungen, die Investitionen zu steigern, 
jedoch falle im Hinblick auf langfristiges Wirt- 
schaftswachstum die entscheidende Rolle den 
betreffenden Landern selbst zu. 
Eine wichtige Rolle bei der Mobilisierung in- 
landischer Kapital ressourcen komnnt dem Bank- 
wesen zu , wobei keinesfalls nur an Entwicklungs- 
banken zu denken ist, die moglicherweise private 
Investoren anregen und unterstutzten. 
Funktionelle Bedeutung komnnt auch Geschafts- 
banken und Sparkassen zu, die privates Spar- 
kapital kanalisieren, transformieren und 
I nvestitionszwecken zufuhren. Diese Zusammen- 
hange stecken den Rahmen der folgenden 
Darlegungen uber das afghanische Banksystem ab. 

Im Mai 1975 konnte nnan in der Presse 
nachlesen, daf^ die afghanischen Banken 
verstaatlicht worden sind. Dieser Schritt 
war nach dem politischen Umsturz im Juli 
1973 und der sich abzeichnenden Politik 
des neuen Prasidenten Daud nahezu 
erwartet worden. Rein optisch bedeutet 
diese Entwicklung nichts Auf^ergewohn- 
liches, da im wesentlichen nur eine private 
Geschaftsbank, die Banke Melli Afghan 
(Nationalbank — kurz BMA), von dieser 
Entscheidung betroffen ist. Bei den ubrigen 
beiden Geschaftsbanken, der Pashtany 
Tejaraty Bank (Handelsbank — kurz PTB) 
und der Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), von 
denen die letztere zugleich als Zentralbank 
fungiert, befand sich ohnehin das Grund- 
kapital nahezu vollig in Handen des 
Staates. Auch bei den ubrigen Sonder- 
instituten oder Spezialbanken spielte 
privates Beteiligungskapital keine ent- 
scheidende Rolle. Obwohl also nur eine 
Bank verstaatlicht worden ist, sind die 
Folgen dieses Schrittes noch nicht voll zu 
ubersehen. Da die BMA uber ein ganzes 
Netzwerk verschiedener Beteiligungen an 
Industrie- und Handelsunternehmen 
verfugt, ist mit einem Schlag der staatliche 
Einfluf?. auf die Privatindustrie stark 
gewachsen. Allerdings ist die Industrie 
noch ein kleiner und relativ unbedeutender 
Wirtschaftszweig in einem Lande, dessen 



Bruttosozialprodukt zu mehr als 50% in 
der Landwirtschaft erwirtschaftet wird. 
1969/70 betrug das Kapital von 91 
Industriebetrieben rund DM 360 Mio., 
wovon 58 % allein auf die staatliche 
Elektrizitatsgesellschaft Brechna entfiel. 
1971/72 betrug das Gesamtkapital rd. 
DM 420 Mio. Zieht man das der Staatsbe- 
triebe ab, verbleiben DM 1 17 Mio., die sich 
auf ca. 70 Privatbetriebe verteilten. 
Die aufstrebende Industrie Afghanistans 
gewann allerdings an Bedeutung, da in 
zunehmendem Maf^e Privatkapital aus dem 
Bereich des Handels, aber auch aus der 
Landwirtschaft, mobilisiert und dort 
investiert wurde. Uber die Folgen der 
Bank-Verstaatlichung weiter nachzudenken, 
ware jedoch noch zu f riih und spekulativ. 
Mit Sicherheit ist aber ein Zeichen fijr die 
verstarkte Lenkungsfunktion des Staates 
gesetzt worden, der sich bisher in einer 
,, mixed and guided economy" eine Art von 
Rahmenplanung vorbehalten hatte. 

Die Struktur des 
Banksystems 

Die grof^te Bedeutung kommt der DAB zu. 
Dies gilt allein schon deshalb, da sie neben 
der Funktion als ,,Depositen- und Kredit- 
bank fur kurzfristige Kredite"^^ auch noch 
als Zentralbank und Finanzierungsinsti- 
tution des Staates zur Deckung von Haus- 
haltsdefiziten fungiert. Die DAB verfugte 
Mitte 1972 uber 57 von insgesamt 87 
Niederlassungen und somit ijber das 
dichteste Banknetz im Lande. In jeder 
Provinz ist sie zumindest mit einer 
vertreten. Seit 1953/54 hatte die DAB 
verstarkt Anteile von Industrieunter- 
nehmen und Banken erworben. Mitte 1972 
wurden sie mit DM 18 Mio. angegeben; 
davon entfielen 19 % auf Industrieunter- 
nehmen,76% auf Banken und 5% auf 
Handels- und Verkehrsunternehmen. Der 
Schwerpunkt lag somit eindeutig auf dem 
Banksektor. Den grof^ten Teil der Mittel 
davon machte eine mehrheitliche 
Beteiligung an der Landwirtschaftlichen 
Entwicklungsbank (kurz Agbank) aus. 



Dabei handelte es sich neben der 
gewijnschten Einfluf^nahme auf die 
Geschaftspolitik dieses Kreditinstitutes 
um eine Finanzierungshilfe in Ermangelung 
sonstiger Beteiligungsinteressenten. 
Ahnlich sind die Kapitalanteile an der 
fuhrenden Afghanischen Textilgesellschaft 
(ATC) und der Zementfabrik Djebel- 
Seradj zu beurteilen. 
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An zweiter Stelle ist die BMA zu nennen. 
Obwohl dieses Institut sieben Jahre alter ist 
als die DAB, verfijgt es neben der Haupt- 
niederlassung in Kabul nur uber 15weitere 
Filialen. Seit ihrer Grundung befand sich 
das Grundkapital - 1971 rund DM 21 Mio. 
— fast ausschlieR)lich in privaten Handen. 
Auf^erhalb Kabuls war die BMA bis 1972 
an sieben Orten vertreten, die mit zu den 
22 grof3)ten des Landes zahlen. In den 
meisten Fallen waren dort Unternehmen 
angesiedelt, an denen die Bank maf^geblich 
beteiligt war bzw. immer noch ist. Auf3)en- 
handelskaufleute hatten 1932/33 die Bank 
gegriindet. Auch heute noch zahit die Im- 
und Exportfinanzierung zu den wichtigsten 
Geschaftssparten. Dies zeigt auch die 
Plazierung der auslandischen Nieder- 
lassungen in London, New York, Hamburg, 
Karachi, Peshawar und Chaman. Am 
eindrucksvollsten zeigte sich der Umfang 
der Beteiligungen bei dieser bis zum Mai 
1975 privaten Bank. Sie machten bei einer 
Bilanzsumme von rd. DM 90 Mio. im Jahre 
1971/72 mehr als rd. DM 26 Mio aus. 
Dieser Anteil lag in fruheren Jahren bei bis 
zu 63 %.^^ Das deutet darauf hin, dafh sich 
die BMA nicht im gleichen Maf^e ihrer 
Geschaftsausdehnung mit Neugrundungen 
bzw. Beteiligungen engagierte, sondern sich 
mehr auf die Kreditvergabe zugunsten 
bereits bestehender Unternehmen konzen- 
trierte. Ende der vierziger Jahre bestand 
nahezu die gesamte afghanische Industrie 
aus Firmen, an denen die Bank maf^geblich 
beteiligt war; ebenso verhielt es sich bei 
den wichtigsten Auf^enhandelsunter- 
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nehmen. Seit ihrer Grundung hatte es die 
BMA als eine ihrer Hauptaufgaben ange- 
sehen, durch ihr Engagement private 
Handels- und Produktionsunternehmen 
entstehen zu lassen; dadurch erwuchs ihr 
die Funktion als Holding. 
Analysiert man die Beteiligungsverhaltnisse 
des Jahres 1972, stellt man einen Anteil 
von 74% der Industrie, 14% des Handels 
und 7 % des Banksektors fest. Am 
wichtigsten war die Beteiligung an der ATC 
in Hohe von rd. DM 16 Mio. anzusehen. 
Zusammen mit dem Pensionsfond der BMA 
wurden insgesamt 54% des Kapitals des 
nach der staatlichen Elektrizitatsgesell- 
schaft Brechna grof^ten Industrieunter- 
nehmens des Landes gehalten. 
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Legt man fijr diesen Zeitraum ein 
geschatztes Gesamtkapital der Privat- 
industrie von DM 129 Mio. zugrunde, 
erreichten die BMA-Direktinvestitionen 
anteilig 18%. In Wirklichkeit warder 
BMA-Einfluf^ uber die verschiedensten 
Verflechtungen noch grof^er, da die 
Beteiligungsgesellschaften selbst wiederum 
an anderen Produktions- und Handelsunter- 
nehmen beteiligt waren. Allein die ATC 
hatte Beteiligungen in Hohe von rd. DM 
1 1 Mio. aufzuweisen. 
Nach Angaben der BMA arbeiteten die 
meisten der durch Kapitalverflechtung mit 
der BMA verbundenen Unternehmen in der 
Gewinnzone. Daraus kann gefolgert 
werden, daf^ die Bank erfolgreich und zum 
Nutzen der Betriebe ihren Einfluf^ hatte 
durchsetzen konnen — sicherlich nicht 
gerade zum Nachteil Afghanistans. Es 
bleibt zu hoffen, daf^ die anfangs erwahnte 
Verstaatlichung der BMA nicht ahnliche 
Folgen haben wird , wie sie bei dem 
Industriewerk Djangalak festzustellen 
waren. Dieses grof^te metal Iverarbeitende 
Unternehmen des Landes rutschte in die 
Verlustzone, nachdem die BMA gezwungen 
worden war, ihre maf^gebliche Beteiligung 
an den Staat abzutreten. 



Die dritte Geschaftsbank ist die PTB, die 
1972 ijber ein Grundkapital in Hohe von 
rd. DM 10 Mio. verfiigte. Sie war 1954 mit 
einer bedeutenden staatlichen Kapitalmehr- 
heit gegrundet worden, um den staatlichen 
Einfluf^ auf den Auf^enhandel zu sichern, 
den bis zu diesem Zeitpunkt die BMA maf^- 
geblich beherrscht hatte. Von den 12 PTB- 
Niederlassungen beschaftigten sich funf 
hauptsachlich mit dem Frachtgeschaft und 
der Im- und Exportabwicklung an den ver- 
schiedenen Grenzubergangsstellen des 
Landes. 

Den geringsten Umfang an Beteiligungs- 
kapital wies die PTB mit DM 4,2 Mio. auf, 
das zu mehr als 60 % auf den Handels- bzw. 
Dienstleistungssektor entfiel, davon der 
gr6f3)te Einzelbetrag von DM 1 ,5 Mio. auf 
die Melmapalgesellschaft, welche das Hotel 
Intercontinental betreibt. 
Prinzipiell ist es gleichgultig, ob eine 
staatliche Bank oder z. B. das Finanz- 
ministerium selbst langfristige Mittel in 
Form von Beteiligungskapital zur 
Verfugung stellen. In einem Fall werden 
indirekt Haushaltsmittel oder Zentralbank- 
kredite uber eine Bank im anderen Fall 
direkt verwendet. Der Staat nutzte bisher 
offenbar bei keiner seiner direkten oder 
indirekten Beteilungen an Privatunter- 
nehmen die Chance, mit Hilfe geeigneter 
Fachkrafte beratend zu wirken. In 
Anbetracht der bislang weitgehend mit 
Verlusten arbeitenden Staatsunternehmen 
muf^ allerdings vermutet werden, daf^ auch 
dort nicht die entsprechenden Fuhrungs- 
krafte vorhanden waren. 
Als vierte Bank ist neben den drei 
Geschaftsbanken die Landwirtschaftliche 
Entwicklungsbank (kurz Agbank) zu 
nennen, die 1952 zunachst als Unterabtei- 
lung des Landwirtschaftsministeriums 
gegrundet worden war. Mit der Umbildung 
in eine Aktiengesellschaft wurde im Jahre 
1970 gleichzeitig das genehmigte Kapital 
auf rd. DM 21 Mio. festgesetzt; davon war 
bis Mitte 1972 etwa die Halfte eingezahit 
worden. 

Als Aufgabe der Agbank wurde in den 
Bankstatuten definiert, die Entwicklungs- 
finanzierung der afghanischen Landwirt- 
schaft zu betreiben. Diese bestand bisher 
darin, landwirtschaftliche Gerate auf 
Kreditbasis zu verkaufen bzw. andere 
Investitionen zu finanzieren. Es ist ihr 
jedoch auch neben den drei grof3)en Banken 
grundsatzlich die Moglichkeit eingeraumt 
worden, Spareinlagen zu verwalten. Die 
Agbank durfte eher als die ubrigen Banken 



geeignet sein, die vermutlich umfang- 
reichen Geldhorte im landwirtschaftlichen 
Bereich zu mobilisieren, da sie sich in 
einigen Landesteilen durch ihre Kredit- 
geschafte unter der landlichen Bevolkerung 
bereits einen Namen gemacht hat und 
dadurch einen hohen Bekanntheitsgrad 
genief^t. 

In der afghanischen Presse war nach der 
Reorganisation der Agbank gefordert 
worden, die Bank sollte in jeder der 28 
Provinzen zumindest eine Niederlassung 
errichten.^^ Stattdessen wurde wenige 
Monate spater die Landwirtschaftliche 
Finanzierungsagentur (AFA) mit Sitz in 
Lashkargah, Provinz Hilmend, gegrundet. 
Ihre Aufgabe ist es, neben der Kreditver- 
mittlung mit US-Unterstutzung landwirt- 
schaftliche Beratung und Ausbildung zu 
betreiben, um die weiteren Ziele des 
amerikanischen Hilmend-Arghandab-Pro- 
jektes zu erreichen, dem bisher ein durch- 
schlagender Erfolg versagt geblieben war. 
An eine bankmaf3>ige Ausrichtung der AFA 
war bislang nicht gedacht worden. Daneben 
hatte die Agbank weitere acht unselb- 
standige Filialen, die jedoch eher als 
Auf^enstellen zu bezeichnen sind, weil sie 
sich vorwiegend mit der Kreditvergabe, 
insbesondere den dazu notwendigen Ent- 
scheidungsvorbereitungen beschaftigten. 
Das Gegenstijck zur Agbank ist gewisser- 
maf^en die aus dem Industriefond (IF) 
hervorgegangene Industrieentwicklungs- 
bank (IDB), die erst 1973 nach 
Verabschiedung eines entsprechenden 
Bankgesetzes und verschiedenen buro- 
kratischen Schwierigkeiten in Kabul ihre 
Geschaftstatigkeit aufnehmen konnte. Sie 
wurde mit einem Anfangskapital von ca. 
DM 10 Mio. und langfristigen DAB-Kre- 
diten ausgerustet, um die mittel- und 
langfristige Industriefinanzierung sowie 
Beratung bei der Grundung bzw. Erwei- 
terung von Privatunternehmen zu 
ermoglichen, an denen der Staat nicht mit 
mehr als 50% beteiligt ist. Die damalige 
Regierung und andere Initiatoren begrunde- 
ten dies damit, daf^ Afghanistan zwecks 
Importsubstitution und Exportforderung 
gerade auch die privaten Investoren 
ermuntern musse, an der Industrialisierung 
des Landes mitzuwirken. 
Das Anfangskapital der IDB entfiel zu 60% 
auf inlandische und amerikanische Banken 
sowie auf die International Finance 
Corporation (IFC),^^ der Rest bislang auf 
eine grof^ere Anzahl afghanischer 
Aktionare, davon zu einem bedeutenden 
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Teil auf die BMA und ihr nahestehende 
Unternehmen. 

Es fragt sich naturlich, warum Spezial- 
institute wie die Agbank oder diese IDB 
gegrundet werden, da doch auch 
Abteilungen der DAB, die in alien Landes- 
teilen ohnehin Niederlassungen unterhalt, 
ihre Aufgaben wahrnehmen konnten. Es 
hat sich jedoch bereits in anderen Entwick- 
lungslandern als praktisch erwiesen, den 
landwirtschaftlichen oder industrieellen 
Bereich speziell ausgerichteten Kredit- 
instituten zu uberlassen. Diesen durfte es 
eher gelingen, das Vertrauen der kredit- 
maf^ig zu fordernden Wirtschaftsgruppen 
zu erringen, als einer Universalbank mit 
moglicherweise kompetenzmaf^ig unzulang- 
lich abgegrenzten Abteilungen.^^ 
Der Vollstandigkeit halber sei auch noch 
die Bau- und Hypothekenbank (BHB) 
erwahnt, die 1948/49 mit einem Grund- 
kapital von nur DM 2,5 Mio. ebenfalls in 
Kabul gegrundet worden war, urn dem 
Mangel an gunstigen Krediten fur den 
Hotel- und Wohnungsbau abzuhelfen. 
Grof^e Bedeutung hat die BHB nie eriangt 
und den ursprunglichen Zweck sogarweit- 
gehend verfehit, da die Mittel zu einem 
grof^en Teil fur die Finanzierung von 
Handelsgeschaften eingesetzt worden 
waren. 

Eine Schilderung des afghanischen Bank- 
systems ware nicht abgerundet, wollte man 
einen anderen seit mehr als hundert Jahren 
gut organisierten Geld- und Kreditmarkt, 
den Kabuler Geldbazar, unerwahnt lassen. 
Ohne administrative Schwierigkeiten wurde 
bislang ein Teil der Dienstleistungen der 
Geschaftsbanken offeriert; dabei handelte 
es sich um Export- und Importfinanzierun- 
gen, Devisentransaktionen und kurzfristige 
Kredite fur die verschiedensten Zwecke — 
vor allem konsumtiver Art. Das 
tatsachliche Geschaftsvolumen der Geld- 
verleiher ist immer ihr am besten gehutetes 
Geheimnis gewesen. 

2. Mobilisierung von Spar- 
kapital durch die Banken 

Geht man von einer Bevolkerungszahl von 
16,6 Mio. einschlief^lich der Nomaden aus, 
die ja auch als Bankkunden in Frage 
kommen und einer Gesamtflache von 
650.000 qkm aus, entfallt auf jeweils 
190.000 Einwohner bzw. 7.470 qkm eine 
Bankfiliale. Dennoch reicht es zunachst, 
daf^ zumindest in den Provinzzentren 
Niederlassungen bestehen, da das Wirt- 



schaftsleben nach dort ausgerichtet ist. 
Dorthin kommen die Bauern aus entfernten 
Talern, um ihren Bedarf an Textilien und 
verschiedenen anderen Konsumgutern zu 
decken. Vor der Errichtung anderer Bank- 
filialen sollten die bestehenden mehr ins 
Bewuf^tsein der Bevolkerung geruckt 
werden. 

Es ist klar, daf^ Sparen eine gewisse ein- 
kommensbedingte Fahigkeit voraussetzt. 
Daruberhinaus gibt es einen ganzen Katalog 
verschiedenster Hemmnisfaktoren der 
Sparwilligkeit. Herausgegriffen sei nur kurz 
das Problem, daf^ der Koran recht eindeutig 
den Zins verbietet, der als wichtiger Anreiz 
fur das Kontensparen nicht wegzudenken 
ist. Die Banken begegnen diesen religiosen 
Empfindungen mit der Deklaration der 
Zinsen als Gewinnanteil bzw. als 
Bearbeitungsgebuhr. Dennoch haben sie 
mit Schwierigkeiten zu kampfen, da 
wiederum der Koran gebietet, in ,,Bedrang- 
nis" geratenen Kreditnehmern die 
Rijckzahlung der Schulden zu eriassen bzw. 
zumindest keine Zinsen zu erheben.-^^ 
Es darf vermutet werden, daf^ ohne das 
Zinsverbot des Korans die Bereitschaft zum 
institutionellen Sparen verb reiteter ware, 
so daf^ die Banken in die Lage versetzt 
wurden, in grof^erem Maf^e Kredite zu 
gewahren. Solange sich daran nichts andert 
— z. B. durch die Verbreitung neuer 
offizieller Auslegungen religioser Vor- 
schriften — verbleibt die Geldleihe weiter- 
hin anruchig und mit dem Anschein des 
lllegalen behaftet. 

Entscheidend fur die Auspragung der 
Sparwilligkeit ist auch der Stellenwert, den 
die Regierungdem institutionellen Sparen 
einraumt. Dazu erklarte der fruhere 
Premierminister Moussa Shafiq in seiner 
Regierungserklarung vom Dezember 1972: 
„Encouraging people towards saving 
accounts is a useful way of utilizing 
domestic resources. In this direction, the 
strengthening and expansion of financial 
institutes and banks is being considered . . .". 
Jedoch sind nicht nur politische Willens- 
erklarungen, sondern langfristige 
Forderungsmaf^nahmen und eine jedermann 
verstandliche Propagierung des Konten- 
sparens sowie politische und wirtschaftliche 
Stabilitat in einem Lande wie Afghanistan 
die wichtigsten Voraussetzungen, Bargeld- 
und Edelmetallhorte aufzulosen bzw. nicht 
entstehen zu lassen. 

Gewisse Erfolge hatte das Land allerdings 
zu Beginn der siebziger Jahre bereits 
aufzuweisen. Die gesamten Termin- und 



Sichteinlagen der drei afghanischen 
Geschaftsbanken DAB, PTB und BMA 
hatten sich im Zeitraum 1958/59 bis 
1970/71 vervierfacht und waren auf rd. 
DM 220 Mio. angestiegen.^^ Dabei war der 
grof^te Zuwachs bei den Spar- und 
Termineinlagen zu verzeichnen, die jahrlich 
fast um mehr als die Halfte zunahmen. 
Berucksichtigt man dabei jedoch einmal die 
inflationare Entwicklung, die den allgemei- 
nen Preisindex bereits 1969/70 auf 200,7 
(1961/62 = 100) ansteigen lieR,, muf^ man 
feststellen, daf^ sich im Zeitraum von rund 
zehn Jahren die Sichteinlagen real nicht 
und die Spar- und Termineinlagen nur um 
etwa 30% vermehrt hatten.^^ 
Der groR>te Teil der Einlagen (66%) entfiel 
auf Sichteinlagen und zwar im wesent- 
lichen — durch eine hohe Kassenhaltung 
staatlicher Unternehmen und Institutionen 
bedingt - auf die DAB (74%), bei der die 
Sichteinlagen der Privaten 1970/71 nur rd. 
ein Siebentel ausmachten. Bei der BMA 
dagegen lag der Anteil bei drei Viertel; 
darin zeigt sich der andersartige Charakter 
dieser bislang privaten Geschaftsbank. Die 
PTB kam immerhin auch auf mehr als die 
Halfte. Daraus ist zu ersehen, daf^ sie ihre 
Funktion als Auf^enhandelsbank erfolg- 
reich ausgebaut hatte. 
Im Jahre 1970/71 nahm die PTB beim 
Vergleich der gesamten Spar- und Termin- 
einlagen der drei Geschaftsbanken in Hohe 
von ca. DM 76 Mio. mit 39 % sogar den 
1 . Platz ein, dicht verfolgt von der DAB. 
Letztere konnte jedoch von den gesamten 
privaten Spar- und Termineinlagen in Hohe 
von rd. DM 38 Mio. trotz ihres ausgebauten 
Zweigstellennetzes nur DM 2 Mio. ver- 
buchen; 42 % entf ielen auf die BMA. Am 
erfolgreichsten war jedoch die PTB. Mitte 
1971 \\e(i sie verlauten, sie verwalte allein 
uber 45.000 Sparkonten mit einem 
Volumen von ca. DM 14 Mio., d. h. durch- 
schnittlich DM 311 pro Konto. Beruck- 
sichtigt man, daR) auf 20.200 Konten 
weniger als DM 8,30 (Mindestsumme rd. 
DM 4) eingezahit waren, so betrug der 
durchschnittliche Kontostand der ijbrigen 
immerhin DM 592. Allerdings war es bis 
zum Zeitpunkt der Datenerfassung fast 
ausschlief^lich nur in der Hauptstadt 
gelungen, Sparkapital zu mobilisieren, denn 
nur 6% alter Sparkonten befanden sich in 
Filialen auf^erhalb Kabuls, von denen 
wiederum auf mehr als ein Drittel der 
Konten nur Sparbetrage bis zu DM 8,30, 
d.h. rd. 10%eines Facharbeiter-Monats- 
lohns, eingezahit waren. 
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I ID August 1972 meldete die PTB einen 
Zuwachs ihrer Sparkonten um 27 % gegen- 
uber dem Vorjahr. Das Sparvolumen war 
im gleichen Zeitraum auf DM 18,3 Mio. 
gestiegen, wobei der Durchschnitt auf 
DM 322 pro Konto zuruckgefallen 
war. 

Nach Angaben der BMA bestanden im 
Fruhjahr 1971 bei dieser fruheren Privat- 
bank fast 21 .400 Spar- und Termineinlagen 
mit einem Volumen von DM 9,9 Mio. 
Dabei entfielen auf 380 Termineinlagen, 
die Halfte davon in der Hauptniederlassung 
Kabul, durchschnittlich DM 20.800 
(Kabul: 41.700). Als vergleichsweise sehr 
gering waren die 21 .000 Spareinlagen zu 
bezeichnen, die durchschnittlich pro Konto 
DM 83 betrugen. Demgegenuber belief sich 
der durchschnittliche Bestand der privaten 
Girokonten auf DM 1 .700. Das besagt, daf^ 
ihre Inhaber — vorwiegend Handler — diese 
zur Abwicklung des Zahlungsverkehrs 
benutzten, jedoch keine wesentlichen 
Sparakte mit Hilfe des Banksystems 
tatigten. Neben einem ubiicherweise hohen 
Kassenbestand legen gerade die Handler in 
der Regel Ersparnisse nicht auf Sparkonten 
mit (damals) nur sechsprozentiger Ver- 
zinsung fest, sondern lassen das Geld weiter 
zur Ausweitung ihres Handelsgeschaftes 
arbeiten. 

Wie bei der PTB lief^ sich auch bei der BMA 
mit 82 % der Sparkonten sowie 77 % der 
Spareinlagen im Stadtgebiet Kabul ein 
eindeutiger ortlicher Schwerpunkt der 
Spartatigkeit erkennen. Von den Nieder- 
lassungen auf^erhalb Kabuls lag Mazar-e- 
Sharif mit 1 .364 Sparkonten und einem 
Sparvolumen von DM 1 17000 an fijhrender 
Stelle. Die hochsten durchschnittlichen 
Sparbetrage konnten mit DM 1.300 in 
Herat festgestellt werden. 
Zusammenfassend gilt zumindest fur den 
Zeitpunkt der Untersuchung, daf^ bislang in 
Afghanistan nur von Ansatzen eines allge- 
meinen uber das Banksystem laufenden 



Sparprozesses gesprochen werden kann. 
1970/71 betrug das Sparvolumen inlan- 
discher Privatpersonen pro Kopf der 
Bevolkerung nicht viel mehr als umge- 
rechnet DM 2,30 im Vergleich zu DM 
3.1 14 in der Bundesrepublik.^^^ 

Die Bedeutung der Banken 
im Rahmen der Investitions- 
finanzierung 

Ende 1971 erreichte das Kreditvolumen 
der DAB immerhin rd. DM 430 Mio.''^^ Zu 
uber 80% entfiel es auf langfristige Kredite 
an den afghanischen Staat, der dafur nur 
2% Zinsen p. a. zu zahlen hatte. Diese 
Mittel stellen eine wichtige Finanzierungs- 
quelle dar, die in der Praxis auf absehbare 
Zeit keiner Beschrankung unterliegen wird, 
da die Zentralbank infolge sehr grof^zuglger 
Deckungsvorschriften fur den Notenumlauf 
praktisch kaum Moglichkeiten hat, das 
Kreditvolumen der Regierung bzw. die 
Verschuldung gegenuber der Notenbank zu 
beeinflussen. Im Zeitraum 1962/63 bis 
1970/71 erreichten die gesamten inlandisch 
finanzierten Staatsausgaben ein Volumen 
von rd. DM 1 ,7 Mrd. Davon waren rd. 13% 
der Ausgaben als Haushaltsdefizite durch 
Kredite der DAB im Rahmen der sog. 
Defizitfinanzierung abzudecken. Solange 
brachliegende Ressourcen und nicht ausge- 
schopfte Kapazitaten bestehen, ist dieser 
Vorgang in gewissem Umfang nicht weiter 
Besorgnis erregend. Eine ausufernde 
Defizitfinanzierung hat jedoch deutliche 
inflatorische Effekte zur Folge. Es hat den 
Anschein, dafZ. die DAB in fruheren Jahren 
bei der Beschaffung von Zentralbank- 
krediten zur Finanzierung von Entwick- 
lungsausgaben mangels ausreichender 
ordentlicher Staatseinnahmen etwas zu 
sehr in Anspruch genommen worden sei. 
Die etatistische Ausrichtung der DAB 
zeigte sich weiterhin darin, daf^ auch 74 % 
der kurzfristigen Kredite dem Staat bzw. 



Staatsbetrieben zugekommen waren. Der 
Staat selbst verwendet lang- und kurz- 
fristige Kredite weitgehend zur Finan- 
zierung seiner Entwicklungsausgaben. 
Inwieweit sie fur investive Zwecke ver- 
wendet werden, ist nicht genau zu klaren. 
Auch die Kredite an Staatsbetriebe dienen 
nicht allein der Investitionsfinanzierung, 
sondern fullen teilweise das Umlauf- 
vermogen auf bzw. decken Verluste ab. 
Bei den relativ geringen kurzfristigen 
Krediten an den Privatsektor in Hohe von 
DM 1 3 Mio. uberraschte der hohe Anteil 
der Handelsfinanzierung, der das vierfache 
Volumen der Industriekredite auswies. 
Das Kreditvolumen der BMA betrug gegen 
Ende 1971 rd. DM 27,4 Mio. Diese Hohe 
war bereits Anfang 1969 nahezu erreicht 
worden. Eine stetige Steigerung hatte es 
nur von 1963/64 bis 1966/67 gegeben, als 
das Kreditvolumen von DM 8,7 Mio. auf 
DM 22,8 Mio. angestiegen war. Demgegen- 
uber hatten sich die Spar- und Terminein- 
lagen von 1963/64 bis 1970/71 verzehn- 
facht und ein Volumen von DM 16,3 Mio. 
erreicht. Daraus ist eine Abnahme der 
Giralgeldschopfung der Bank zu folgern. 
Als Grund fur die geringe Kreditausweitung 
fuhrte die BMA das Sicherheitsrisiko an, 
das aufgrund eines unterentwickelten 
Pfandrechtes sowie eines unzureichenden 
Buchfuhrungs- und Rechnungswesens der 
an Krediten interessierten Unternehmen zu 
grof^ sei. Zwar lassen sich unter dem 
Gesichtspunkt unterschiedlicher Kredit- 
sicherung europaische Maf^stabe nur 
beschrankt aniegen, dennoch soli zur 
Veranschaulichung ein Vergleich angestellt 
werden. 1971/72 betrug die Barliquiditat, 
das Verhaltnis von Barreserve zur Summe 
der Verbindlichkeiten, bei der BMA 41 %, 
demgegenuber bei der Deutschen Bank im 
Jahre 1971 nur 1 1 %. Die BMA hatte bei 
einer entsprechenden Verringerung ihrer 
Barliquiditat die Kredite um 40% ausweiten 
konnen. Daraus ist zu folgern, daf^ das 
Kreditvolumen nicht nur durch hohere 
Bankeinlagen, sondern auch durch die 
Verbesserung der Kreditabsicherung erhoht 
werden kann. 

Die Fristigkeit und Verwendungsart der 
BMA-Kredite lief^ sich nicht ermitteln. Man 
kann jedoch davon ausgehen, daf^ neben 
Konsumkrediten uber 60 % der Mittel auf 
die Auf^enhandelsfinanzierung entfielen 
und der Rest bislang im wesentlichen den 
Unternehmen zuzurechnen war, denen die 
Bank durch Kapitalverflechtung 
nahestand. 



Entwicklung der Spar- und Termineinlagen der afghanischen Geschaftsbanken 

(1958/59 - 1971/72, in Mio. DM^)) 



1958/59 1964/65 1967/68 1971/72 



DAB 


12,1 


(7,0) 


5,4 


( 1,7) 


16,0 


( 2,7) 


16,2 


(12,4) 


BMA 


0,4 


(0.4) 


7,5 


( 7,0) 


10,2 


(10,2) 


20,2 


(20,2) 


PTB 


3,3 


(2,1) 


12,5 


{ 7,8) 


18,0 


( 8,7) 


33,5 


(24,8) 


insgesamt 


15,8 


(9,5) 


25,4 


(16,5) 


44,2 


(21,6) 


69,9 


(57,4) 



1) Privatsektor in Klammer; zur Vereinfachung ohne Kursveranderung des Afghani (0 Afs. 24 = DM 1 ) 
Quelle: Ministry of Planning, Survey of Progress 1962-64, 1967-68, 1971-72 - jeweils statist. 

Anhang: Da Afghanistan Magazine (Farsi) , hrsg. Abdul M. Ajez, No. 1 , Vol. 15, April 

1972, Anhang. 
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Schlief^lich sei auch in diesem Zusammen- 
hang noch die PTB erwahnt, deren Kredit- 
volumen im Juni/Juli 1971 erstmalig fast 
DM 42 Mio. erreicht hatte. Vergieichsweise 
dazu betrugen die gesamten Spar- und 
Termineinlagen der Bank im Fruhjahr 1971 
rd. 30 Mio., von denen zwei Drittel vom 
Privatsektor aufgebracht worden waren. 
Inwieweit es zu einenn Ruckfluf^ gekomnnen 
war, ist nicht feststellbar, jedoch soli die 
Geschaftsausweitung weniger auf Kredite 
an den Staat oder Staatsbetriebe zuruckzu- 
fijhren sein als auf eine ,,. . . vermehrte 
Kreditgewahrung an (private) Handels-, 
Verkehrs- und Industrieunternehnnen",^^^ 
wobei der Schwerpunkt auf dem kurz- und 
mittelfristigen Geschaft lag. Fur die PTB 
und die beiden anderen Geschaftsbanken 
gilt gleichermaf^en, 6aQ> es Auf^en- 
stehenden praktisch nicht nnoglich ist, die 
Kreditnehmer in staatliche und private zu 
untergliedern oder die Art der Kapitalver- 
wendung, z. B. den Umfang investiven 
Einsatzes, zu klaren. 
Auch bei der Beurteilung der Kreditaus- 
weitung mufi gesehen werden, daf^ unter 
Berijcksichtigung der inflationaren Ent- 
wicklung das Volunnen der Kredite an den 
Privatsektor 1969/70 real niedrigerals 
1958/59 war. Dabei soil nochmals darauf 
verwiesen werden, daf^ — gennessen an 
europaischen Maf^staben — das vertretbare 
Kreditvolumen weitaus hoher sein konnte. 
Geht man davon aus, daf?. bei einem Eigen- 
kapital aller afghanischen Banken 
einschlief^lich der kleineren Spezialkredit- 
institute von DM 1 00 Mio. und 
Beteiligungen in Hohe von DM 50 Mio. das 
gesamte Kreditvolumen nur rd. DM 538 
Mio. betrug, konnte dieses mehr als vervier- 
facht werden, wol I te man den Kreditricht- 
satz des deutschen Zentralbankrats vom 
1.1. 1965 zugrundelegen, der fijr 
,,. . . Kredite an Wirtschaftsunternehmen, 
Private und Kreditinstitute und die 
Beteiligungen eines Kreditinstituts . . . das 
18-fache des haftenden Eigenkapitals" als 
Maximum angab.^^^ Bis 1973 hatte sich 
diese Relation sogar auf 1 :26 erhoht.^^^ 
Da die verfugbaren Bankkredite neben der 
Auf3>enhandelsfinanzierung in besonderem 
W\aQ>e auch Konsumzwecken dienten, kann 
man davon ausgehen, daf^ die Mittel, die 
den Investoren einerseits uber private 
Kreditvermittlung auf3)erhalb des noch 
relativ kleinen Banksektors und anderer- 
seits durch die Auflosung privater 
Geldhorte zur Verfugung standen, weitaus 
bedeutender waren. 



I m EntwicklungsprozeR> Afghanistans 
spielte die Gruppe der Handler in dieser 
Beziehung eine wichtige Rolle. Am 
dynamischsten unter ihnen sind vor allem 
die Auf^enhandelskaufleute. Bei den 
Exporteuren traditioneller Handelsguter 
wie Rosinen, Tierfelle und -darme, Nusse 
u. a. wachst hauf ig die Erkenntnis, daR> 
kostengunstig weitere Verarbeitungsstufen 
im eigenen Lande errichtet werden konnen. 
Die gleiche Warenkenntnis bringen die 
Importeure von Plastik- und Lederschuhen, 
Textilstoffen, Limonaden, Streichholzern 
usw. mit, die bei ihnen den Gedanken der 
Importsubstition nahelegen. In beiden 
Gruppen finden sich allerdings in der Regel 
kapitalstarke Investitonswillige, die eigene 
Handelsprofite einsetzen konnen, anstatt 
auf Bankkredite zuruckgreifen zu 
mussen. 

Sofern die afghanische Regierung bereit ist, 
der Privatinitiative weiterhin den ent- 
sprechenden Spielraum zuzuerkennen, 
haben die Spezialinstitute wie Agbank und 
IDB eine gute Chance, im Entwicklungs- 
prozef^ eine bedeutende Rolle zu spielen. 
Soentfiel 1969/70 das Kreditvolumen der 
Agbank auf 44 Investitionskredite mit 
insgesamt DM 108.000. 1071/72 wurden 
bereits 404 Antrage mit einem Volumen 
von insgesamt DM 1 ,3 Mio. positiv 
entschieden und ausgezahlt. Die Mittel 
wurden hauptsachlich fur den Ankauf von 
Traktoren und Wasserpumpen verwendet. 
Fur das Geschaftsjahr 1972/73 rechnete 
man Mitte 1972 miteiner Kreditgewahrung 
von sogar DM 1 1 ,5 Mio. Neben Investi- 
tionskrediten in Hohe von ca. DM 3 Mio. 
sol I ten die restlichen Mittel auf 
Produktionskredite — vor allem fur den 
Ankauf von Handelsdiinger — entfallen. 
Nicht-landwirtschaftliche Kredite wurden 
in sehr geringem Umfang gegeben; dabei 
handelte es sich vor allem um solche fur 
agro-industrielle Investitionsvorhaben wie 
Imkerei, Hauteverarbeitung u. dgl. 
Als GegenstQck zu dieser mehr landwirt- 
schaftlich ausgerichteten Bank nahm 
Anfang 1973 die IDB ihre Tatigkeit auf, 
um in erster Linie mittel- und langfristige 
Kredite fur industrielle Vorhaben zu ver- 
geben. Als kostendeckende Soll-Zinsen 
waren 8—9 % p. a. vorgesehen; dies ist 
angesichts der Tatsache, daf^ bisher weit- 
gehend nur kurzfristige Bankkredite 
zwischen 1 0 und 1 5 % zu bekommen 
waren, ein Fortschritt. 
Weiterhin war von Angfang an beabsichtigt 
worden, durch geeignete Fachkrafte 



Privatbetriebe in technischen, fach lichen 
und unternehmerischen Fragen — z.T. auf 
Gebuhrenbasis — zu beraten.^^^ Mil^erfolge 
— haufig als Folge entscheidender Manage- 
mentfehler — lahmen schnell die 
Bereitschaft anderer potentieller 
Investoren. 

Weitgehend muf^te die Betrachtung des 
Bankwesens in Afghanistan historischen 
Charakter haben. Die Auswirkungen der 
gravierenden politischen Veranderungen 
der letzten zwei Jahre sind von Europa aus 
nur schwerlich auszumachen. 
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 

Die 6 afghanischen Bankinstitute haben 
sich mit einer Ausnahme zwischen 1932/33 
(Banke Melli - BMA) und 1954/55 
(Pashtany Tejaraty Bank — PTB) konsti- 
tuiert. 1972/73 kam nach langwierigen 
Geburtswehen noch die Industrieentwick- 
lungsbank (IDB) hinzu. Die Entwicklung 
Afghanistans wurde insbesondere durch die 
von 1939/40 bis 1975 rein private BMA 
gepragt, deren Aufgabe ihren Statuten 
gemaf?) es ist, den Auf^enhandel und die 
Industrie zu fordern. Zahlreiche Handels- 
und Industrieunternehmen sind in den 
letzten 40 Jahren durch diese Bank 
gegrundet worden. Durch ein dichtes 
Netzwerk verschiedenster Kapitalbeteili- 
gungen beeinfluR)t sie noch heute maf^geb- 
lich die wichtigsten Unternehnnen des 
Landes. Bine ahnliche Struktur erhielt die 
staatliche PTB, die neben Beteiligungen an 
Auf^enhandels- und Industrie! irmen die 
Exportfinanzierung betreibt. Eine gewisse 
Zwitterstellung nimmtdie 1939/40 
gegrundete Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) 
ein, da sie zugleich Funktionen als Zentral- 
und Geschaftsbank wahrnimnnt. Sie wurde 
in den vergangenen Jahren mangels aus- 
reichender ordentlicher Staatseinnahmen 
ubermaf3»ig zur Finanzierung von Haushalts- 
defiziten herangezogen. Die Folge waren 
inflatorische Effekte. Bedeutung eriangte 
auch die Landwirtschaftliche Entwick- 
lungsbank (Agbank),die 1952 zunachst 



als Unterabteilung des Landwirtschafts- 
ministeriums gegrundet worden war und 
1970 die Rechtsform einer Aktiengesell- 
schaft erhielt. Sie finanziert insbesondere 
mittelfristige Investitionen inn Argrar- 
bereich. Neben der Vergabe kurzfristiger 
Kredite bis zu einjahriger Laufzeit — z. B. 
fur den Kauf von Handelsdunger, 
technischer Gerate sowie tiernnedizinischer 
Praparate — fordert sie die Ausbildung von 
Landwirtschaftsberatern und die Mechani- 
sierung der afghanischen Landwirtschaft. 
Grundsatzlich ist fur die Bank auch das 
Betreiben des Einlagengeschaftes vorge- 
sehen. Fur die Mobilisierung der vernnutlich 
unnfangreichen Geldhorte inn landwirt- 
schaftlichen Bereich wurde dieses Institut 
die besten Voraussetzungen nnitbringen. 
Instituionelles Sparen ist bislang in 
Afghanistan nur in Ansatzen vorhanden, 
Fortschritte sind jedoch erkennbar. Dem- 
gegenuber wird die Kreditnachfrage seitens 
privater Investoren nur unzulanglich 
befriedigt. Der Realisierung privater 
Investitionsvorhaben sind meistens enge 
Grenzen gesetzt, wenn nicht auf eigene 
Mittel — z. B. aus einenn Handelsbetrieb 
Oder aus Grundbesitz — oder auf Kredite 
von Freunden und Verwandten zuruckge- 
griffen werden kann. Dannit auch in 
Afghanistan ebenso wie in den nneisten 
anderen Landern der Banksektor Haupt- 
trager des Finanzierungsprozesses werden 
kann, muih die Einlagenbildung weiter 
verstarkt werden. AuR>erdenn konnte durch 
eine Verbesserung der Kreditabsicherung 
die relativ hohe Barliquiditat der afghani- 
schen Banken abgebaut werden, was zu 
einer Ausweitung des Kreditvo lumens 
fuhren wijrde. Inwieweit die IDB die Lucke 
mittel- und langfristiger Fremdfinan- 
zierungsmoglichkeiten auszufullen vermag, 
ist noch nicht zu ubersehen. 



SUMMARY 

The 6 Afghan banks were founded with 
one exception between 1932/33 (Banke 
Melli Afghan - BMA) and 1954/55 
(Pashtany Tejaraty Bank - PTB). 1972/73 
the Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
followed after many difficulties. The 
development of the Afghan economy was 
especially affected by the BMA, a private 
institute from 1939/40 up to 1975; its 



business is — according to its statutes — to 
promote foreign trade and industry. 
Numerous trade and industrial enterprises 
were founded during the last 40 years by 
this bank. By a tight netting of different 
capital participations it influences decisi- 
vely the most important enterprises. The 
state PTB got a similar structure; it holds 
capital participations of foreign trade and 
industrial companies and plays an active 
part in export financing. The Da 
Afghanistan Bank (DAB), founded in 
1939/40, has a certain hybrid position as 
a central and commercial bank. During the 
last years this bank was excessively used by 
the government for financing budget 
deficits. Inflationary effects were the 
result. The Agricultural Development Bank 
(Agbank) also obtained great importance. 
It was originally founded in 1952 as a 
department of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation; in 1970 it received the legal 
form of a joint-stock company. In addition 
to short-term credits — e. g. on purchase of 
fertilizer or agricultural implements — the 
bank mainly finances medium-range 
investments in the agricultural sector and 
promotes the training and education or 
rural advisers and the mechanization of the 
Afghan agriculture. Principally and 
according to the bank statutes it is planned 
to widen the bank's activities towards 
deposit banking. This bank institute has 
got the best chances of playing an active 
part in mobilizing internal capital 
resources; especially on the agricultural 
sector currency hoarding and hoarded up 
treasure can be supposed in a greater 
extent. 

In Afghanistan institutional saving is in the 
beginning, but improvement is visible. On 
the other side there are lots of difficulties 
in pleasing the active credit demand by 
private investors. The realization of private 
investment intentions is very often limited, 
if own resources — e. g. from trading 
business or real estate — or loans by friends 
or relatives are not available. Before the 
banking sector can be the main support of 
the financing process the savings have to 
increase considerably. Besides that assump- 
tion the comparatively high liquidity of the 
Afghan banks could be reduced after 
having improved the security system, 
which would lead to a widening of the 
credit volume. 

How far the IDB will be able to fill up the 
gap of medium-range and long-term 
outside financing, is not visible yet. 
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Afghanistan's Press and 

its Literary Influence 1897-1969 



Ibrahim V. Pourhadi, Washington 

The idea of public responsibility of the 
press in Afghanistan was introduced by 
the renowned Sayyid Jamal al-Din 
Afghani^^ during the short reign (1867 to 
1869) of Amir Muhammad 'Azam Khan. 
Afghanistan was beset in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries by intermittent 
strife and civil war. 'Azam Khan, trapped 
in bitter conflict with a number of power- 
hungry chieftains, embraced Jamal al-Din's 
ideas and thought that publication of a 
newspaper might help to bring unity and 
harmony throughout his factious land. 
Jamal al-Din, who had become 'Azam 
Khan's prime minister, is credited with 
being the editor of a journal entitled 
Kabul. No issues of this journal are 
available in public libraries, although 
references are made to it in several Afghan 
publications,^^ affirming that Jamal al-Din 
was its editor. 

As one surveys Jamal al-Din's career, it 
would not be amiss to state that the 
editor's theme could not have been other 
than that of Muslim unity and the 
renaissance of the eastern people. 
Afghanistan's scholars, referring to the 
period in question, believe that Jamal 
al-Din would have succeeded through his 
pen in bringing harmony among the 
contending chieftains had it not been for 
the obstinacy and nepotism of 'Azam 
Khan. This not only brought an end to his 
rule but also docked all publications for a 
decade. Although Jamal al-Din's idea of 
public responsibility of the printed page 
did yield quite obvious results, the idea of 
responsibility of the press penetrated like 
a strong gale into every humble dwelling 
in the country. The reactionaries, conserva- 
tives, as well as the wealty circles in Afghan 
society, could not suppress the magic idea 
for long. 

After a decade of secrecy, early in 1879 
"Shams-un Nihar"^) (The Daylight Sun) 
came into the open. The principal object of 
this paper was to kindle the idea originated 
by Jamal al-Din that the public should be 
informed by the press of all the 
government's decisions. The people were to 



be made aware that they need not suffer 
pauperization through feudal wars and 
foreign intrigue.^^ 

During the period in question Afghanistan 
held strategic importance for the British 
Indian empire. Lord Lytton after becoming 
Viceroy of India on April 12, 1876, saw 
the geographic advantages of Afghanistan 
and tried to cultivate friendship with the 
Afghan chieftains. Having failed to gain the 
confidence of the reigning ruler. Amir Shir 
Ali (King, 1863 to 1879)^) as well as that 
of the chiefs, he adopted a policy of 
"divide and rule''.^^ 
Thid maneuver of the British was 
publicized by "Shams un-Nahar" and 
spread across Afghanistan by word of 
mouth. "Shams un-Nahar" served as a 
political publication among the proud 
Afghan populace and beyond the borders 
of Afghanistan. Anti-British feeling and its 
political repercussions were visibly 
manifested in Central Asia, particularly 
among the Muslims of India. A situation 
which the British looked upon with 
great alarm. The culprit, thought the 
British government, was "Shams un-Nahar", 
which after suffering a series of tactical 
exercises from the outside was physically 
discontinued at the end of 1879.^^^ 
The Russian desire to advance czarist 
influence in the sub-continent of Asia led 
their agents to resort to a scheme whereby 
they gained the confidence of the Afghan 
chieftains and through them succeeded in 
in extending the Czar's policy in the royal 
court at Kabul. To counter the Russian 
penetration. Great Britain adopted a 
definite course known as a "forward 
policy", by which Afghanistan was 
delimitted territorially and the Afghans 
were tongue-tied vocally. For over two 
decades of Amir Abdur Rahman's rule 
(1880 to 1901) newspapers serving as 
political publications or championing the 
cause of social and public responsibility of 
the government were prohibited. Abdur 
Rahman thought that the curtailment of 
political newspapers would provide a calm 
atmosphere in which to consolidate his 



central power at Kabul. Moreover, he set 
the stage for Britain to support the 
continuation of his rule. 
The curtailment of freedom to publish 
political ideas pleased the British. 
Introduced into the newspapers, these 
ideas had been spread by word of mouth 
and through professional reciters to the 
innermost parts of Afghanistan. The 
Russians also were pleased for they feared 
the new ideas might create disturbances 
among the Central Asian people, whose 
countries they were grabbing one by one. 
Abdur Rahman's rule, at least as far as the 
restricting of political ideas in newspapers 
was concerned, had the full sanction of 
both the British and the Russians.^^ The 
suppression of political newspapers laid the 
groundwork for Abdur Rahman to rule 
authoritatively. This resulted in the 
banishment of a number of prominent and 
enlightened men, including Mahmud Tarzi, 
editor of the famous socio-political paper 
"Siraj-ul Akhbar" (The Lamp of News). 
People had already been familiarized with 
the idea of public responsibility of the 
press, which was being suppressed. 
However, the idea could not be killed. It 
remained dormant. On October 1 0, 191 1 a 
fortnightly socio-political newspaper 
entitled "Siraj-ul Akhbar", lithographed in 
beautiful handwriting, appeared in Kabul. 
Before reviewing the theme and objective 
of this paper, a short biography of its 
editor is in order and is necessary. 

Mahmud Tarzi - 1866 to 1933 

Mahmud Tarzi was born in Ghazni, the 
famous central city of Afghanistan which 
used to be the seat of an extensive empire 
of the Ghaznevid dynasty. (962 A. D. to 
1 140) He belonged to the chivalrous clan 
of Barakzai whose Muhammadzai line had 
ruled Afghanistan since 1828.^^ Tarzi's 
family had been rulers of Qandahar since 
the early seventeenth century. During the 
second Anglo-Afghan war (1878 to 1880) 
the Tarzi family fought heroically to 
support their leader Muhammad Ayub 
Khan, who in consequence became the 
ruler of Quandahar. When the Anglo- 
Russian "protegd" ruler, Abdur Rahman, 
became responsible for his country's 
foreign affairs, the presence of Tarzi's 
family in Afghanistan was looked upon 
with disfavor, especially during the 
formative period of the Amir's reign. Tarzi, 
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together with a number of Afghan 
"intelligentsia" were banished from 
Afghanistan. After a sojourn in Karachi, 
Baghdad and then, at the invitation of the 
Turkish Sultan Abdul Hamid, the Tarzi 
family settled there in Damascus, Syria 
which was then a province of the Ottoman 
Empire. Young Mahmud Tarzi travelled to 
Egypt, Africa, Europe and Turkey in 
particular, where he took an active part in 
the development of the Turkish liberal 
movement, envisaging a similar one for 
Afghanistan. 

Early in 1901 the domestic situation in 
Afghanistan changed somewhat and the 
central authority's grip relaxed when 
Abdur Rahman died. The new ruler, 
Habibullah, (1901 to 1919) permitted 
political exiles to return home. After an 
absence of twenty two years Tarzi returned 
to Kabul in 1903 and was assigned to head 
the Bureau of Translation in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. While in that position 
he translated the Turkish editions of the 
novels of Jules Verne into Persian and 
occupied himself intensively in writing 
political satire. This unprecedented 
phenomenon brought about a radical 
change in the minds of the Afghans in 
regard to their leaders and high 
officials. 

The reign of Habibullah was clouded by 
Anglo-Russian rivalry. The British did not 
spare any effort to preserve the "status 
quo" of their Asian sub-continental 
empire, while the Russians exerted great 
energies to penetrate the sub-continent 
through Afghanistan. Habibullah found 
himself between two forces, the tactics of 
which could wipe out the very existence of 
his country. He felt that Tarzi's wide 
experience in witnessing the decline of the 
Ottoman Empire would meet the challenge 
of the day and help the Afghans to avert 
the prevailling foreign intrigues. In the 
light of this, Tarzi was appointed 
Habibullah's personal consultant. In that 
position he was able to meet the crisis with 
skill and statesmanship. He also planned 
for the modernization of Afghanistan. This 
could not have been achieved without 
making the Afghans politically conscious 
through the emphasis on political 
newspapers.^^^ 

Tarzi's socio-political newspaper "Siraj-ul 
Akhbar" appeared under the management 
and supervision of Ali Ahmad, the chief 
chamberlain of King Habibullah, though its 
editor-in-chief was Tarzi himself. In almost 



every issue Tarzi's modernization plans as 
well as the Pan-Islamic ideas were reflected. 
It was not long before "Siraj-ul Akhbar" 
was confronted with two formidable 
opposition forces, one from within, the 
other from without. Domestic opposition 
came from conservative elements who 
resisted changes that fostered European 
"novelties". The editorials of the paper 
were astutely worded in order to break the 
resistance forces of those who clung to 
tradition and who were against progress 
and modernization programs. They 
shrewdly pointed out to the Afghans that 
their deprivations were caused by the 
ruling oligarchy. "Siraj-ul Akhbar's" 
oposition alarmed the Afghan leaders. 
Nevertheless, it paved the way for the 
young Afghans to break the oligarchical 
system, though they had to wait half a 
century for this to be accomplished. 
The opposition from without was naturally 
directed by Anglo Russians whose interests 
were being disturbed by "Siraj-ul Akhbar". 
The British forbade the paper's entry into 
India because of its advocacy of 
independence from the foreign yoke, an 
idea which stirred the Indians and the 
Muslim segment in particular. ^2) |p gp 

article of April 15, 1916, reviewing the 
history of the paper, Tarzi stated that the 
Russians had banned its entry into Central 
Asia two years after its publication and the 
British had done so a year later. The 
Pan-Islamic idea of the paper was embraced 
by the newly conquered people of Central 
Asia. The Russians felt that this was 
agitating the Khanates to such an extent 
that it was loosening their consolidation 
program. 

Less than eight years after this, "Siraj-ul 

Akhbar" prepared the Afghans emotionally 

if not politically to meet the British at 

Rawalpindi and demand complete 

independence. The cry "Ya Marg Ya 

Istiqbal" (Death or Independence) which 

served as a collective bargaining appeal 

could not be ignored by the British. They 

conceded but maintained that 

independence was granted to the 

emotionally aroused Afghans as a gift. 

Granted as a gift or grabbed, Afghanistan's 

independence (August 8, 1919) was 

achieved largely because "Siraj-ul Akhbar" 

had prepared the Afghans to demand 
it. 14) 

It might be argued as to how "Siraj-ul 
Akhbar's" editorial and its analysis of 
Anglo-Russian policies in relation to 



Afghanistan could have had such an impact 
on the people when over ninety per cent 
were illiterate. If by illiteracy we mean the 
lack of ability to read and write, then even 
today most Afghans, rural dwellers and 
urbanites, would certainly fail the literacy 
test.1^^ On the other hand, if we take into 
account the capacity to perceive and 
memorize what is heard — be it folk-lore, 
poetry or news — then the Afghans should 
be credited with the highest rate of 
literacy. It should be noted that traditional 
values of education in Afghan society did 
not depend on the ability to read and write 
but rather to memorize what one heard. 
Thus "Siraj-ul Akhbar"^^^ was read 
publicly in the bazaars, the teahouses 
among the caravans by professional 
reciters. The listeners memorized and 
carried the news to the innermost parts of 
the country and reported to others, word 
for word, as though it were the poetry of 
the Afghans' favorite poet, Khushhal Khan 
Khattak.''^) "Siraj-ul Akhbar's" editorial 
struck responsive chords among the 
religious authorities also, who in turn 
informed the people of events they should 
know. 

To inculcate the school children with 
political ideas a fortnightly four-page paper 
called "Siraj-ul-Atfal" (The Lamp for 
Children) appeared on October 9 and 
continued to December 19, 1918. 
Although this paper was edited by 
Mahmud Bik, it was linked to "Siraj-ul 
Akhbar" and sent to subscribers free. In 
almost every issue of the paper the 
children were told about some phase of 
world politics in simple words and they 
were strongly reminded of religious 
principles and love of their homeland. The 
paper's patriarchal role can be seen in its 
fourth issue in the following quatrain: 

O God the Possessor of earth and heaven, 
To Whom Afghans and Afghanistan is known; 
Protect us from all foes and adversity; 
For Afghans can, under Thy guidance attain 
freedom and prosperity. 

Early in 1918 when most world society 
was still experiencing the throes of war, 
"Siraj-ul Akhbar" intensified its editorial 
pleas for internal reforms and social 
justice. These ideas, though not a novelty, 
were not in harmony with Habibullah's 
domestic policy. He attempted to stop 
"Siraj-ul Akhbar" and even threatened to 
kill its editor if he did not cease publishing. 
"Siraj-ul Akhbar" did cease and its 
disappearance may well have been among 
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one of the major factors leading to the 
assassination of King Habibullah, who met 
that dreadful fate on February 20, 1919 
while on a hunting trip. 
A typical admonition of "Siraj-ul Akhbar" 
was usually written in verse form. The 
following is a translation of a verse: 

O compatriot arise and foreigners' progress see. 
Why we in distress, they prosperous should be? 
Listen once and our counsel adhere. 
Shun apathy and have no tear; 
O wake up! and leave behind negligence. 
See how they are enriched by diligence! 
Endeavor to untie the knot and set yourself free! 
For only then life's great zest you can see. 
Strive to get out of the rut, O Muslinns 
If you desire to enjoy the forelock of your 
Beloved! ''^^ 

"Aman-i Afghan" (Peace of Afghan), 
which followed "Siraj-ul Akhbar", was 
supposed to carry on the principle of 
public responsibility of journalism by 
reporting accurate and unbiased accounts 
of events affecting Afghanistan. But it did 
not do this. This weekly newspaper of 
eight to twelve pages gave the public what 
the editor wanted but not what the public 
should have known. Although both its 
editors were enlightened gentlemen, 
nevertheless the circumstances prevailing 
during the reign of King Amanullah (1919 
to 1929) called for secrecy. "Aman-i 
Afghan" assumed the role of an instructor, 
teaching the public general knowledge, 
rather than taking the role of a political 
paper. Most often the paper contained 
information regarding physical geography, 
oceanography, technology, fine arts and 
the like. Occasionally it would report on 
events reflecting social and political 
changes in the neighboring countries, but 
the exact nature and circumstances which 
had brought about such upheavals were 
entirely omitted. As the paper's title 
denotes, ("Peace of Afghan") and as the 
official organ of Amanullah's administra- 
tion, it was interested in ending the 
fratricide which had beset the country. 
Amanullah's administration would rather 
end the prevailing strife than allow political 
ideas to be disseminated by a free 
press. 

The task of journalism during the whole 
period of Habibullah's reign was difficult 
and events affecting public interest were 
not always revealed. Press abuses and 
omissions vital to the Afghan people were 
matters which alarmed the socially elite 
and confused the common people. 



Remembrance of the period in question 
might be one of the reasons which led His 
Excellency Sayyid Muhammad Qasim 
Rishtiya, the Minister of the Press, to 
discuss the nature of Afghanistan's past 
journalism in a series of articles. Then he 
went on to suggest an outline that the 
country's journalists should adopt. The 
articles, which are entitled "Ruznamah 
Nigari"^^ stated that the primary service 
of journalism was the unprejudiced 
explanation of a given event or occurence, 
in the interest of the public. He believed 
that secrecy in the nation's foreign affairs 
was detrimental not only to the sover- 
eignty of its leaders but also to the dignity 
of the people. 

The old shrewd politician, Mahmud Tarzi, 
who at the time had become Amanullah's 
foreign minister, saw to it that the Afghans 
were informed about foreign affairs. By 
force of his argument against secrecy, on 
August 13, 1919, "Aman-i Afghan" 
reported the ratification of a treaty 
between Afghanistan and Russia.^^^ Even 
at this juncture, however, "Aman-i Afghan" 
could not match the caliber of "Siraj-ul 
Akhbar", neither culturally nor politically. 
For frequently "Aman-i Afghan" omitted 
reporting vital events on the grounds that 
they were a potential infringement on the 
liberty of personalities or institutions, 
whether or not such existed in or outside 
Afghanistan. The main objective of Tarzi 
and the intellectuals was a total reform of 
the country's governmental structure. Their 
objective was fully realized in October, 
1965, when under a new constitution, 
ratified by Loe Jirga, (Grand National 
Assembly), Afghanistan became a 
parliamentary government in which the 
three branches — legislative, executive and 
judicial — are to rule and guide the 
nation. 

It should be noted that since 1879 there 
have been periods of time when there was 
no publication of any kind in 
Afghanistan.^^ When publications were 
resumed, most of them dealt with history, 
culture and literature. Political news and 
international events affecting the Afghans 
were given somewhat as an after-thought. 
Since 1879 also most provincial 
newspapers have been short-lived. By the 
end of 1968 there were forty one 
newspapers and periodicals throughout 
Afghanistan.* Of these the newspapers 
"Anis" (Friend) and "Islah" (Reform) have 
been the most lasting in the history of 



Afghan journalism. In view of this, a review 
and comments on them are in order, for 
these papers not only transmit the news 
but also pay a certain attention to public 
opinion. 

The paper „Anis" (Friend), which measures 
seventeen by fifteen and a half inches, 
came into being in April 1927 and was 
named after its proprietor and editor-in- 
chief Muhi-edin Anis, a man with a 
naturally favorable disposition. Initially, 
"Anis" was a twelve-page biweekly 
measuring twelve by nine inches. In its first 
issue it modestly declared that as far as 
journalism was concerned, it was like a 
child groping in the dark. However, such a 
sagacious statement is characteristic of 
Oriental nobility. It did not take long 
before "Anis" started to enlighten the 
public on the responsibility of government 
and the privileged class in Afghan society. 
The editor was fully aware that a 
newspaper discharging its responsibilities in 
the true sense of journalism, will not win a 
popularity contest. Nevertheless, "Anis" 
continued to produce articles that did not 
please the authorities. Its judgment on 
King Amanullah's long European tours 
(December 1927 to July 1928), which cost 
huge amounts of public money, 
antagonized the royal court, in 
consequence of which the paper was 
suspended for a time. 
In the late 1920's "Anis" disseminated 
ideas that it was the people's legitimate 
right to know the affairs of their 
government. Although it was not always 
possible to preserve the freedom of the 
press, yet the idea that the press should 
assume responsibility to the public was 
kept alive in the pages of "Anis", whether 
in the form of an open letter to the editor 
or in verses interwoven like a fairy tale in 
the children's column. To convey the idea 
that no one should have the exclusive 
control of any public office permanently, 
whether it be humble clerical work or a 
position in the royal court, "Anis" made 
reference to the office of the presidency in 
the United States in its issue of January 4, 
1950. The White House, "Anis" asserted, is 
a place where the president can remain for 
a maximum of eight years. After analyzing 
the governmental structure of various 
foreign states, "Anis" reminded its readers 
that the public should voice its opinion in 



* See table of Afghanistan's newspapers, 
magazines and journals in the next issue. 
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the formation of the government which 
rules them. 

In its independent role "Anis" follows its 
original aim by stressing the responsibility 
of the press to inform and heed public 
opinion. Its twenty five thousand evening 
issues find great admirers among the 
Afghan intellectuals and school teachers. 
Reports, whether of a minor domestic 
event or of a major international problem, 
are given in Dari^^ and Pushtu with a 
literary style characteristic of Afghan 
writers. This might seem pedantry, 
especially when applied to a newspaper, 
though it is not meant this way for such 
style is believed to be doctrinal and is 
not easily forgotten. 

"Anis" makes use of foreign publications 
by translating literary and scientific 
articles. The translations of these foreign 
materials are somewhat abridged; 
nevertheless, elaborate enough to maintain 
the original idea. Since the 1950's the 
efforts of "Anis" have been directed 
towards objective criticism, a novelty which 
is emulated by other dailies throughout the 
country. 

Nadir Shah (king 1929 to 1933) was very 
well aware of the influence of the press. To 
counterbalance "Anis", at that time the 
only semipolitical newspaper, he allowed 
the publication of "Islah" (Reform), which 
started July 28, 1929 under the editorship 
of Muhammad Nuruz. The principal 
objective of this newspaper, which 
appeared weekly, was to enlighten the 
public on the necessity of reforms, both 
social and economic. For its inspiration 
"Islah's" early editorials directed public 
attention to Turkey and the zeal of the 
Young Turks, which the paper asserted had 
brought about social and economic 
progress in Turkey. The second issue of 
"Islah" carries a persuasive couplet: 

The time has come for us to arise; 

For betterment of our homeland let us rise.^^^ 

For some time "Islah" was freely 
distributed. Then on October 4, 1929, its 
new editor, Muhammad Hassan Salimi, 
stopped the free distribution when he 
moved the press to new quarters. At its 
new location the two-page "Islah", thirteen 
inches by nine, was increased to four pages 
and it appeared twice a week. Between 
August 12, 1930 and November, 1931 its 
format was changed and "Islah" became an 
irregular twelve-page magazine. Since 1932 
"Islah" has become a daily morning paper 
(twenty and a half by 15 and a half 



inches), assuming an important role in 
disseminating the news. In the early 1930's 
its editorials, reflecting reform and progress 
in Turkey, were at times over-emphasized 
and rather exaggerated. In almost all of 
these issues the paper favoured and praised 
Turkish policies, progress and social 
life. 

On September, 1930, "Islah" took a 
retrospective view of Turkish affairs and 
started a series of extensive articles on the 
Turkish laws of 1926 in regard to two 
hundred and fifty four foreign-owned 
banks and commercial establishments and 
to three hundred and ninety six domestic 
firms. It commented favorable on the 
policies of the Turkish government, to 
which the functions of the aforesaid 
businesses were subject. Consequently 
"Islah's" editorials made a great impact on 
the Afghan intellectuals who regarded the 
activities of the Young Turks with 
emulation. By informing the public of the 
benefits which the Turks had obtained 
through social reform, "Islah" laid the 
groundwork in preparing the Afghans to 
accept, at least in part. King Amanullah's 
decrees on social reform. Turkish influence 
grew rapidly in Afghanistan, to such an 
extent that her army was officered and 
trained by the Turks. The famous Turkish 
general , Jamal Pasha, who was in charge of 
the Afghan army and its organization, 
exerted a tremendous influence in Afghan 
military circles. His name is mentioned in 
"Islah" with great oriental deference. 
As one reads "Islah", especially the issues 
of the early 1900's, Afghanistan's relations 
with Turkey seem to have been fraternal. 
Among the major factors responsible for 
this relationship is the Ural-Altaic ethnic 
element which constitutes a considerable 
segment of Afghan society. For the 
Turkomans and the Uzbeks, who exert 
great influence on Afghan political affairs, 
look upon the Turks as their big brothers. 
Mahmud Tarzi's pro-Turkish policy was 
another major factor in influencing the 
Afghans through mass media. Tarzi's 
newspaper "Siraj-ul Akhbar" carried 
lengthy articles praising the Turks and 
Turkish teachers who had been hired to 
organize the Afghan school system. 
In order to remind the public of the 
importance of unity, in the late 1930's 
"Islah" serialized the works of Jamal al-Din 
Afghani^^ almost daily. His philosophy 
was believed to have been an incentive 
behind social reforms in Turkey. 



Just before World War II "Islah" assumed 
a neutral role in relation to international 
problems, praising the sagacious policy of 
the Afghan government for having 
remained neutral in the first world war. It 
was neither slow nor fearful to advise the 
Afghan leaders to remain neutral when the 
second world war broke out. In 1961 when 
Afghanistan's delegation participated in the 
conference of the non-aligned countries 
held in Belgrade, "Islah" applauded the 
Afghan leaders for continuing 
Afghanistan's neutral policy, which was 
traditional. 

"Islah" in the 1960's 

In the 1960's "Islah" has assumed the 
unprecedented task of criticizing 
governmental actions when it felt this was 
necessary. People were invited to express 
themselves and their wishes were registered 
in "Islah" in the form of "Maktyb be 
Mudir Ruznamah-i Islah" (open letters to 
the editor of "Islah"). Almost every issue 
of "Islah" publishes people's complaints 
and opinions. The September 2, 1969 open 
letter to the editor asked the Ministry of 
Public Works why the two thousand under- 
paid government employees had not been 
adequately housed. The next issue advised 
the people to elect worthy and experienced 
leaders who would competently represent 
them in the parliament. Strongly worded 
complaints are published against misuse of 
power and infringements on public rights. 
Although the paper does not always follow 
the ruling of the court action against those 
involved, yet it should be stated that the 
exposing of misdeeds, particularly when 
committed by high officials, is a unique 
feature in modern Afghan journalism. In 
the past five years "Islah" has been 
responsible for the creation of a civic sense 
in the individualistic Afghan society. Its 
world-wide coverage of news and its 
twenty five thousand morning circulation 
represents an attempt to warn the Afghans 
that they should not be oblivious of world 
problems. 

Caricatures and cartoons, which have made 
great inroads in Western mass media, did 
not appear in Afghan publications until 
late 1939. Commercial advertising is still a 
novelty, the allurement of which amuses 
the Afghans but does not always empty 
their pockets. 

The English language daily newspaper 
"Kabul Times" which was started in 1962 
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by the Bakhtar News Agency, currently 
under the editorship of S. Khalil, has a 
limited readership in Afghanistan. 
However, its four pages (twenty three and 
a half by fifteen and a half inches) of news 
items, reflecting both domestic and foreign 
affairs, are indicative of significant changes 
in Afghan journalism. The disseminating 
of local news in a foreign language, 
especially when such news reflects the 
inner policies of the central government, is 
a giant leap for a developing country which 
has traditionally kept itself aloof from the 
international limelight. 
The number of newspapers and periodicals 
in Afghanistan is increasing each year. 
Their circulation by the end of 1968 
numbered nearly sixty eight thousand. This 
figure, together with some forty thousand 
radio sets in the country, represents an 
impressive means for transmitting news to 
the public. Nevertheless, the majority of 
the population is informed by word of 
mouth, their acumen sharpened by literary 
works. 

In Afghanistan it is not newspapers but 
books containing poetry and prose with 
poetic qualities which have been and still 
are the powerful means of mass persuasion. 
Professional reciters and dervishes 
memorize the works of poets and writers 
and then convey them to their countrymen 
living in the remotest parts of the land. In 
the light of this, an attempt is being made 
to introduce a selected number of 
contemporary Afghan writers with an 
explanation of the nature of their 
works. 

It should be stated that because of internal 
upheavals and the three Anglo-Afghan wars' 
all the Afghan writers of the nineteenth 
century were rather isolated, thus deprived 
of their outside literary influence. For 
some time, even after independence, most 
of what they produced had a feeling of 
bruised dignity, for they attributed their 
nation's misery and woes to Anglo-Russian 
rivalry in the domestic and foreign affairs 
of Afghanistan. One other point that 
should be mentioned is that when the 
renaissance of Afghan literature began early 
in the twentieth century, the trend, as with 
the Turks, was to look dimly on the past 
traditions as though they were a hindrance 
to the present-day demands. Soon, 
however, they discovered that it was not 
the opulence of the past but its intangible 
values that had cemented the diverse 
ethnic groups of Afghan society. 



'Abd al-Haqq Bayat ( 1 888 to ) 

Observing the prevailing vanities, 
sordidness and disloyalty of the 
twentieth century, the noted mystic poet 
Bayat expresses his sentiments with 
refreshing candour in a poem entitled 
"Saname Sangi" (A Stone Idol). 

Man's insatiable greed for wealth and power has 
made him ignoble and unfaithful to his moral 
obligations. He is insensible to the poverty- 
stricken status of his fellow creatures. 
Consequently, the attenuated body of the poor 
trembles because of under-nourishment; and the 
stature of the rich is impaired through surfeiting. 
Loyalty is rare and the few that adhere to it are 
widely separated by infinite distance, usually 
created by the regulations of the unfaithful. 

As humans, we are all in need of some sort of a 
confidant. I earnestly sought for one and 
encountering failure to find or reach where he 
was, I resorted to idolatry. I carved a rock and 
made it a beautiful idol. As time passed by, the 
idol became infinitely more congenial than the 
most trusted living creature. No longer did I ever 
suspect the intrinsic motive nor the exasperated 
consciousness of my beloved confidant. Animated 
trust on my part and the tacit obedience of the 
idol were matters which pricked my 
subconscious, monotheistic mind. However, I 
tried to solace my conscience by rationalizing 
that since the lesson of faithfulness can be 
obtained through an idol, representing 
trusteeship, idolatry may be tolerated by the 
Omnipotent. 

The poet like one crying in the wilderness, 
sees human miseries in the rapacious desire 
of man for the amassment of material 
objects, rather than enduring values. 

Abdul Raouf Binava 
Pashtu-Pakhtu 

Pashtu is an ancient language related to 
Zend, Vedic Sanskrit and Indian Parakit. 
Its literature began to appear in the seventh 
century A. D. and was not fully 
appreciated until the books P u 1 1 a 
K h a z a n a (Hidden Treasure) and 
Larghoni Pakhtana (The 
Ancient Pakhtuns) were promoted by Shah 
Mahmud Hotaki (1716 to 1725). Some 
time later the poetry of Khushal Khan 
Khattak (1613 to 1691) was codified by 
the successors of the Hotaki rulers and the 
platitudes of other Pashtu writers (Pir 
Roshan and Akund-i Dervezah 
contemporaries of Mogul Emperor Akbar 
1542—1605) were fan-fared by Afghan 
writers. In the early twentieth century 
Salih Muhammad, a Pashtu scholar, 
vigorously worked for its growth and 



promotion. Today large dominant groups 
of people inhabiting the southwestern and 
central part of Afghanistan speak Pashtu 
and carry out all their tribal ceremonies in 
that tongue. Since 1939 the government- 
supported Pakhtu Tolana (Pashtu 
Academy) encourages writers to publish 
their works in Pashtu and the 1964 
constitution of Afghanistan makes it one 
of the official national languages. However, 
Dari, a variant of the Persian language, still 
predominates and serves as a medium of 
understanding between multiple ethnic 
groups throughout Afghanistan. 
Some comments on the nature of 
contemporary Pashtu works might be 
helpful. Abdul Raouf Binava is the 
outstanding Pashtu scholar, whose prolific 
works tend to dwell on valor, heroic deeds. 
Eastern fables and Pashtu rhetoric. Other 
aspects of Binava's works deal with 
fidelity, reputation and family honor, 
which appear to have a peculiar charm for 
the Pashtu-speaking tribes. Among his 
works Adabi Funun, treating 
Pashtu language structure, versification and 
rhetoric, is widely circulated in the 
secondary schools throughout the 
country. 

The most important and persuasive Pashtu 
literature is a collection of poetry called 
Lundaye by unknown authors. 
Lundaye's poetry, allegorical stories 
and platitudes are cherished by towns- 
people, villagers, caravans and by the 
people of the Northwest Frontier province 
of Pakistan. In general, the bulk of 
Lundaye literature is centered on 
dexterity of arms and episodes of gallant 
warriors. The following lines reflect the 
typical Lundaye style. 

If you do not fall a martyr in the battle of 
Maiwand,^^ then, darling, the times preserve you 
for future disgrace. 

My beloved returned unsuccessful from battle; I 
repent the kisses which I gave him last night. 

My kisses are for him who has broken down the 
chains of serfdom and divorced slavery 

Khalili, Khalil Allah (1907 to ) 

The works of the poet laureate, popularly 
called Ostad Khalili (Master Khalili), are 
prolific and require separate treatment. For 
the sake of brevity, I shall mention only 
the intrinsic nature of his philosophy as 
reflected in his poetry and prose. In one of 
his poems entitled "Sh'ar-i Man" (My 
Poetry) , he asks: 
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Do you know what my poetry is like? (Then 
answers his own question.) My poetry is like an 
orchard and I am the orchard keeper, devoting 
much consideration, meditation, caressing and 
shedding tears of blood, to cultivate realities 
reminiscent of our past. I have advocated our 
past aesthetic ethics in order to add to the decor 
of the orchard and hoped that the young 
generation will develop a taste for it and guard it 
jealously. 

Another phase of his works centers on 
logical argument. According to hinn, a mind 
devoid of knowledge will be occupied by 
visionary and impractical plans. His works 
attempt to uproot ignorance, which he 
believes to be responsible for poor 
judgment. He is affirmative in the idea that 
the human being is endowed with natural 
reasoning which should be nurtured during 
the stages of its growth; otherwise the 
process of reasoning will be deformed. 



'Abdur Rahman Pazhwak (1919 to ) 

To emphasize the importance of the 
Afghan tribal customs, which are believed 
to have guided the Afghans in their moral 
decisions. His Excellency 'Abdur Rahman 
Pazhwak, Afghanistan's permanent 
representative to the United Nations, 
narrates the following episode. The central 
theme of the story is the crucial question 
of traditional values concerning nuptial 
ceremonies, which he upholds and 
anathematizes when they are trampled 
upon. 

"Dokhtare Kuchi" (A Migrant Virgin Girl) 

The tent-dwelling and migrant Afghan tribes 
found their encampments adorned by double 
poppies and flowers of every hue. Under the 
sunny blue sky and white clouds of days and the 
splendor of the moonlight of nights, the 
migratory camp youths breathed the invigorating 
musk-like air and wandered in the midst of 
odoriferous herbs and bathed in the vernal 
showers of early spring. The festive 
entertainments, the dancing and their melodious 
songs echoed over the boundless Afghan plains. 
The youth represented living beings but behaved 
as though they were the very embodiment of the 
Deity. Contamination, defilement and even 
temptation , which usually make inroads among 
their counterparts, seemed inefficacious to their 
virtues and moral power. 

Among these immaculate youths there was a 
fourteenyear old elegant and graceful damsel, 
engaged to a young man ardently in love with 
her. Were these two young lovers going to violate 
the centuries-old sacred nuptial ceremonies? The 
very thought of such transgression grinds the 
bones of those who hold dear the unwritten 
tribal moral customs. Even the pen shrinks, as it 



pours black ink on the white paper, 
acknowledging their grave culpability. 

A sudden involuntary impulse overpowered the 
young man's moral fortitude, as he thought of a 
scheme to enter his sweetheart's tent at night. 
The feat was rather hard , as the wolf-like eyes of 
the elders not only enjoyed gazing at the 
constellations, but also detected all passing 
shadows. But the prodigious feats of the young 
man , together with his passions, somehow eluded 
the over-protective eyes of the benevolent 
guardian and he sneaked into the girl's tent under 
the cover of pitch darkness. Alas ! He shamefully 
disgraced the centuries-old Afghan nuptial 
ceremonies by his pre-marital act; and then 
vanished away with a sense of guilt, the weight 
of which deprived him from being in the ranks of 
the virtuous. His inner commotion increased 
when he remembered that he had not identified 
himself to his sweetheart before leaving. 

The confounded girl found herself in a doleful 
state when she opened her sleepless eyes. She 
dashed to the circular tribal pavilion, as though it 
were a healing sanctuary. There the special 
mirror, fixed in the recess of the wall , revealed a 
true reflection of her pale features. To her 
stupefaction , she noticed her luxuriant long black 
hair changed to dull white; a sign indicative of 
unfaithfulness on the part of one breaking a 
solemn promise. The profuse sweatthrough the 
pores of her skin, which had been caused by 
internal turmoil , congealed I For the tribal 
custom required the death sentence of those 
violating the nuptial ceremonies by indulging in 
a pre-marital act. She was not afraid of death; in 
fact, death seemed the only remedy for her 
excruciating torture. 

Her extreme anguish was magnified when the 
thought of facing her lover came to her mind. 
What would he think of me — a disloyal ?, she 
vehemently exclaimed. After a time of seclusion, 
lest she might be made a butt of criticism from 
her friends, she finally met her lover. With 
outstretched hands she pleaded her innocence, 
that she had never been unfaithful to him and 
that her assailant was responsible for the 
disgrace symbolized by the change of her hair. 
Her innocent entreaty would compel even the 
celestial powers to listen and the angels to weep. 
The longer she pleaded her innocence, the more 
tacit the young man became. The downcast eyes 
and dejected spirit of the young man were 
indicative of his moral violation. 

Are you responsible for my calamity?, exclaimed 
the exasperated girl. With a subdued voice the 
young man replied. Yes, I am the one who made 
your hair dull white and dismal. 

Perhaps fate had predestined the moral 
weakness of the young man, in order to prove 
the imperfection of human nature. However, the 
girl's hair was restored to its original beauty when 
the young man confessed that he was the 
conscious violator of the unwritten Afghan 
moral law and its correlative marital ceremonies. 
For they, like orders of nature, are accurate and 
conformity to them will impart meaning to life. 

In a poetic vein Mr. Pazhwak in another 
lengend reflects on the inability of the 



Grecian army to cross the Afghan land in 
order to conquer India. The legend is 
entitled "Qasa-i Sakander" (A Fable on 
Alexander the Great). He asserts that the 
valor and the indomitable of the Afghan 
tribesmen have always kept Caesars and 
conquerors away from Afghanistan. That 
innate force in the Afghan soil, he affirms, 
is transmitted from sire to son; and the 
same existing trait will determine the 
Afghan affairs forever. 

Salah-udin Saljuqi (1895 to ) 

He is an eminent writer and philosopher 
whose brilliant mind first scrutinizes the 
practicability of any theory or literary 
innovation, before championing its cause. 
He believes public opinion to be the sole 
authority for accepting or rejecting new 
ideas. However, he asserts that public 
judgment should not be prejudiced nor 
tinctured with fancy notions. He argues 
that a writer having a limited knowledge of 
his own culture, should not be allowed to 
sway the public mind by a certain foreign 
culture gained during a sojourn abroad.^^^ 
Most of such writers, he maintains, have a 
limited knowledge of their own cultural 
background and traditions and a distorted 
one of that of the foreign countries which 
they ardently wish to foster. 
Among Saljuqi's works is a philosophical 
study which he has prepared on the 
question of ethics, based on the moral 
philosophy of Aristotle. According to 
Saljuqi, the question of morality will never 
be solved without a thorough knowledge 
of human nature. When man learns the 
meaning of life, then he will grasp the 
concept of ethics. In his poem "Afkar-i 
Sha'ir" (Thoughts of Poets), which consists 
of thirty six distiches of two hemistiches, 
mostly first, second and fourth in rhyme, 
he uses ingenious expressions and believes 
the idea of inevitable pre-determination. 
He rejects all external evidences and 
reserves judgment on values, virtues and 
vice until motives have been examined. A 
translation of three distiches from his 
poem reflects his epigramatic style, as well 
as his deep persuasion of the Divine Unity. 

1 . Chera ravaje aqanim dar aqalim ast? 
Chera sh'ire tuhid gashtah ast negun? 

2. Tu'-i savare khare jahl dura'-i harman, 
Harif bar shodah ba ziplin bar hamun. 

3. Ze Hikmat ast keh tuhid gashtah mustahkam, 
'aqui ra be Khudavand kardah rahnamun. 
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Translation 

1. Why the doctrine of Trinitarianisnn^^^ is 
going on all over the world, but the creed 
of Unitarianism^^^ is dormant and its motto 
hanging down? 

2. Ye are still plodding along with donkey 
carts through Harman^^^ while your rivals 
are supersonically passing over Hamum.^^^ 

3. Plead to God for guidance and wisdom 
for the revival of Unitarianism depends on 
knowing of the existence of One Supreme 
Being. 

In general the dominant themes of Saljuqi's 
writings reflect traditional literary taste 
and values which he considers to be a 
correlation of the past and present. 

Conclusion 

The overall articulation of the Afghan press 
since 1897 has been limited in scope. Yet 
it has been effective enough to cement 
multiple ethnic groups of people into one 
whole, united at least in traditional values. 
Scholars' works in prose and poetry have 
served as a third dimension of television 
and have become rules of conduct, 
enabling different groups of vastly distant 
people to have coherent customs. 
In summarizing what the press has done for 
Afghanistan, it may be said that it has not 
freed the Afghans from material 
limitations, but has created the idea in 
their minds that the country's natural 
resources can be utilized so that all can 
have a share in them. The press has, in 
addition, helped to expose corruption and 
made it very clear that authoritarianism 
has to give way to representative 
institutions of government. And above all, 
it has created a sense of cooperation and 
civic awareness among the Afghans, who 
are staunch believers in independent 
action. 

In the eyes of the native zealots, however, 
the Afghan press has its drawbacks. They 
think of its retrospective aspect, which 
tends to create a regressive outlook in the 
minds of the public, as very dangerous. For 
this phase of the press has made the 
populace cleave to traditional customs and 
ceremonies, as though in them they find 
healing power for all their malaise and 
social problems. The elites do know that 
some traditional values are blocking the 
way to progress. They also know that in 
order to come out from oblivion, they 



must decide whether to abandon the 
centuries-old values or not. The fight 
between the zealots and the elites, as 
reflected in the press, is along the line of 
compromise. The elites seem to have the 
upper hand of the argument. For they who 
have witnessed the moral degradation of 
nations that have abandoned traditional 
values, are themselves rather hesitant to 
forsake values that have joined them for 
centuries. When arguing in favor of doing 
away with traditional values at the expense 
of progress becomes very strong, they ask 
such questions as follows. 
What is the use of progress when a member 
of the affluent society has to go through 
half a dozen documents and red tape in 
order to establish his credit, which he 
could have done by his word of honor 
under traditional values? The modern- 
oriented elites state that there is no 
absolute guarantee that the documents 
furnished will insure a man's obligation to 
society, should he die or prove to be a 
defaulter. Whereas, under the traditional 
values, a man's heir bore the obligations of 
his forebears and friends, which they had 
promised by word of honor. Should they 
be blamed for questioning whether the 
by-products of modernism and progress, 
with all their complexities do not diminish 
the integrity of society? If the Afghan 
press can continue to inform the public 
unprejudicially, can help preserve 
traditional values, can champion the cause 
of progress and then help the public to 
accept material benefits as of peripheral 
importance, then it will have fulfilled the 
true aim of journalism. 

FOOTNOTES 

1 ) Sayyid Jamal al-Din Afghani, born A. H. 
1254 (A. D. 1838-9. died March 9, 1879) 
at Constantinople, was an ardent 
protagonist of Pan-lslamism and a 
philosopher of the highest order as well as 
an Islamic revolutionary reformer. 

2) Mayil Haravi, Mu'arrifi-i ruznamah-ha, 
Jara'id, Majallat-i Afghanistan, p. 4, 
Kabul, 1962. 

3) This monthly paper under the editorship of 
Abdul Qadir P. Yusafzay was actually in 
operation since 1873 on a restricted 
circulation, for fear of inflaming public 
temper. Early in 1879 it appeared bi-weekly 
in the reign of Amir Hjir Khan Ali 
(1869—79) who dethroned his brother 
'Azam. 

4) His weekly newspaper "Urwatu'l Vusqa" 
The Firm Hand-hold) published in Paris 
early in 1883 vehemently attacked 
European colonialism. 



5) Friendship between Afghanistan and Her 
Majesty's government had become strained 
because of fear of a Russian invasion of 
India. The British in 1877 occupied Quetta, 
a strategic town on Afghanistan's vital trade 
route between Qandahar in Afghanistan and 
the lower Indus valley. Quetta served as an 
excellent outpost for watching southern 
Afghanistan and preventing any invasion of 
India from the Khyber Pass and Kabul. 

6) Rastogi, Ram Sagar: Indo-Afghan 
Relations 1880 to 1900, pp. 2-10, 
Lucknow, 1965. 

7) The Afghan scholar Nayil Haravi in his 
book, Introducing Afghanistan's 
Newspapers and Journals (text in 
Persian) , p. 92, states that "Shams-un 
Nahar" was discontinued because of great 
pressure from the British. 

8) For a true picture of British and Russian 
rivalry, their tactics on curbing political 
ideas as well as the internal situation of 
Afghanistan during the period in question, 
see Kuhzad, Ahmad 'Ali, Dar Zavaya 
-V i Tarikh-i Mu'Asir-i Afghanistan, 
(From Corners of Contemporary History of 
Afghanistan), pp. 71-148, Kabul 1952. 
For the benefit of English-speaking readers, 
the chapter on Abdur Rahman from Adamec, 
W. Ludwig: Afghanistan, 1900-1923, A 
Diplomatic History, Berkeley, 
University of California Press, 1967, is 
recommended. 

9) According to the articles of the 1964 
Afghan Constitution, all future kings of 
Afghanistan must be of the Muhammadzai 
lineage. His Majesty Zahir Shah who has 
ruled since 1933 descends from the Yahya 
Kheyle family of the Muhammadzai line 
within the Barakzai tribe. 

10) All political newspapers were moth -balled 
during the reign of Abdur Rahman 
(1880-1901). 

11) Title 4, Article 41 of Afghanistan's new 
(1964) constitution states that the Shura 
(Parliament) is to represent the will of the 
whole nation. 

12) Sir Charles Cleveland, Director of Criminal 
Intelligence, on the advice of W. M. Hailey , 
Chief Commissioner of Delhi, banned 
"Siraj-ul Akhbar" in India on the ground 
that Indian Nationalists were being greatly 
influenced by it. 

Adamec W. Ludwig, Afghanistan, 
1900-1923, A Diplomatic History, 
pp. 100—103, Berkeley, University of 
California Press. 1967. 

13) For those who read Persian there are 
excellent articles in Kabu I Journal under 
the title "Nazari be Matbu'at Va Nashri- 
Yat-i Ma." (A Look at Our Press and 
Publications) , by Sarvar Khan Juya. 
Kabul , 

Vol. 2, 1 ,pp. 84-90, June, 1932. 
Vol.2. 1 , pp. 77-82, August, 1932. 
Vol. 2. 4, pp. 69-75, September, 1932. 
Vol. 2. 5. pp. 38-44, October, 1932. 
Vol. 2, 6, pp. 75-83, November, 1932. 
Vol. 2, 7, pp. 74-81 , December. 1932. 
Vol. 2, 8, pp. 58-67. January, 1932. 
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14) There were also three major contributing 
factors which enhanced the Afghan's cause: 

a. King Amanullah's anti-British policy 
which he executed shrewdly. 

b. British willingness to have a respite as 
they were exhausted bacause of First World 
War. 

c. And to muster forces in order to quell 
the political upheaval in India, British gave 
up in Afghanistan. 

1 5) Total number of adult illitarates in the world 
is over 700 million, 90 % of whom are in 
Asia and Africa. Half of the world's 
countries still have over 50 % adult 
illiterates. 

UNESCO, Statistical Year Book, 1967, 
Paris, 1968. 

16) Circulation figure is not given. However, 
considering the circumstances of the time, 
it could not have exceeded 10 or 12,000 
copies. 

17) Khushhal Khan Khattak (1613-1691 
A. D.) , whose poetry is still greatly 
admired and read with much zest. 

18) Mayil Haravi, p. 80. 

19) Abdul Hadi Dowi and Muhammad Qasim. 

20) Kabul Journal, December 22, 1934; 
March 22, 1935; April 22, 1935; May 22, 
1935. 

21) Article 1 1 of the 1921 Russian-Afghan 
Treaty states that the contracting parties 
should not enter into military or political 
agreement with a third country , which 
might hurt the interests of one ot the 
contracting parties. 

22) The journal Kabul, edited by S. Jamal 
al-Din,with some interruptions lasted until 
the middle of 1878. Thereafter there was no 
publication in the country for nearly 34 
years. Considering the secret diplomacy 
which characterized the reign of Abdur 
Rahman ( 1880— 1901 ), political newspapers 
did not resume full momentum until late 
1911. 

23) A variant Persian language dialect popularly 
called Kabuli Persian. 

24) This and all other translations of verses 
found in this article are rendered by 

I. V. Pourhadi. 

25) The doctrine of Pan-Islamic, Refutation of 
Materialism, Predestination, Free Will and 
particularly his lectures on colonialism. 

26) a. 1838-1842; b. 1878-1879; c. May- 
August, 1919. 

27) For those who read Persian an excellent 
account on the subject is given in chapters 
7,9, 11, 16, 17,20,26,29,34,35,37 and 
40, in Reshtiya, Seyy id Qasim, Afghani- 
stan dar Qarn-i Nuzdahum., 
(Afghanistan in the Nineteenth Century), 
Kabul, 1958. 

28) A free translation and adaptation of the 
poem. 

29) Kandahar province of S. Afghanistan , the 
scene of defeat (1880) of the British by the 
Afghans. 

30) Binava, Abdul Raouf, ed. Lundaye, 
Kabul, 1958. 

Pashtu couplets translated into Persian by 
Binava and English by Ibrahim Sheriffe. 



31 ) Refers to students who upon return to their 
homeland become zealots in patronizing the 
superficial knowledge they have acquired 
during their stay abroad. 

32) '"Adab Va Sh'ar das Afghanistan" (Culture 
and Poetry in Afghanistan), Rohnama-yi 
Kilab, Vol. VII, No. 2, 1965, Tehran, 
Winter 1965. 

33) The Western people. Christian in general. 

34) The Muslims. 

35) The two sacred cities of Mecca and Medina. 

36) Vast plains. 



Reviews 

DUPREE, LOUIS AND ALBERT, 
LINETTE (Editors). 

Afghanistan in the 1970's. 

N. Y.: Praeger Special Studies in International 
Economic Development, 1974. pp. v, 266. 

The title of this book is a misnomer. This 
volume is a collection of fourteen contri- 
butions by American, European, and 
Afghan authors covering a wide range of 
topics, following the approach of Donald 
Wilber: Afghanistan (1956 and 62); 
Grassmuch and Adamec: Afghanistan: 
Some New Approaches (1969); 
and Current Problems in 
Afghanistan, Princeton University 
Conference (1961). However, it falls short 
of a comprehensive treatment. There is 
considerable diversity of coverage as well as 
unevenness in the quality of the chapters. 
The book lacks cohesiveness, a general 
theme, or forecast of the 70's. It is 
primarily an up-to-date descriptive 
overview of a number of developments in 
Afghanistan, mostly in the 60's. For the 
non-specialist it is informative, while the 
specialist may find it rather superficial, 
with a few exceptions. 
In Chapter 1 , Louis Dupree asserts that 
emulation of Western and socialist systems 
has proven inappropriate for less developed 
countries (LDC's), resulting in disastrous 
experiments. However, he fails to evaluate 
the underlying forces of emulation. Is it 
imposed or adopted ? The outcomes are 
linked to these underlying forces. He 
further argues that peasant-tribal societies 
(Asian/African) are 180 degress away from 
the cumulative patterns of developed 
societies and the formation of the nation 
state. He cites patterns of nonliteracy. 



linguistic diversity, and lack of adolescence, 
mobility, and involvement. Dupree's 
arguments are not convincing since no 
correlations have been established between 
those factors and the "nation state". He 
does not define the nation state, nor does 
he establish that tribal heterogeneity 
preempts the formation of a nation state. 
Is the U.S. less tribal than Afghanistan? It 
should be noted that Prof. Dupree has 
devoted 20 years of work on Afghanistan. 
This chapter is an expansion of Chapter 25 
in his recent book, Afghanistan 
(Princeton, 1973). He has written prolifi- 
cally and his contribution to Afghanistan 
studies ought to be sought in many of his 
American Universities Field Staff 
Reports. 

In sharp contrast to Dupree's thesis, Hasan 
Kakar (in Chapter 2) argues that 
,,Detribalization is everywhere a gradual 
process that necessitates broad socio- 
economic changes." (p. 15). He further 
claims that "for about a century it has 
been an integral part of the state." (p. 15) 
However, his main confusion lies between a 
federated vs. an absolute monarchy as the 
basis for a nation state. In this semantic 
confusion he credits Amir Abdur Rahman, 
"the King of Kabul", as the founder of 
modern Afghanistan, instead of Ahmed 
Shah Baba (the Emperor of Afghanistan, 
1747) who has been claimed by Afghan 
and foreign historians as the father of the 
nation (see Singh, G.Ahmad Shah 
Baba Durrani: Maker of 
Modern Afghanistan, (1960). 
Kakar's exposition of the first quarter of 
the 20th century is informative, although it 
is based primarily on British sources. 
In Chapter 3, Leon Poullada traces the 
issue of national unity from 1648 to the 
present. Poullada's theme of tribalism vs. 
centralism is best explicated in a number of 
his other works, most notably in his 
Reform and Rebellion (1973). 
In terms of the bottlenecks impeding 
modernization and development, 
Poullada's exposition is significant and 
needs to be studied further in terms of the 
implications of tribalism vs. centralism 
with respect to economic development. 
This important consideration of human 
resource factor, divergencies in social 
utility function and vested interests, and 
the mass-elite gap provides new perspective 
on the whole process of development. Why 
did Afghanistan fail to develop after 
massive investment of material aid? The 
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explication of these issues suggest an 
explanation. He points out that during the 
Constitution period (1963—73), the tribal 
and rural interests used the parliannentary 
structure "to discharge their grievances 
against each other and against the central 
government." (p. 48) He further asserts 
that "the creation of a nnodern military 
establishment loyal to the central 
government (1953—63) enabled Daud 
Khan (then Prime Minister, now President 
of the Republic) to make his writ run 
throughout the land, probably for the 
first time in Afghan history", (p. 41) 
In Chapter 4, Ralph Magnus provides an 
excellent evaluation of the Constitution of 
1964; however, his speculations and 
prescriptions become irrelevant with the 
establishment of the Republic in 
Afghanistan (July 1973). He correctly 
asserts that "the dominant ideal of Afghan 
political thought has been equality." ( p. 51 ) 
His observations of the processes, aims 
and ideologies underlying the 1964 
Constitution are best explicated as follows: 
"The history of the constitution 
experiment is thus one of the creation, 
triumph, fragmentation, and eventual 
disintegration of a coalition until its 
ultimate failure became evident in the 
re-emergence to power ten years later of 
the very same leader whom the coalition 
had originally created." (p. 68) 
Richard Newell's account of foreign 
relations in Chapter 5 is descriptive and 
impressionistic. This topic deserves serious 
consideration and rigorous treatment since 
it has undoubtedly dominated strategies of 
internal development as well as the palace 
intrigue. 

In Chapter 6, Marvin Brant provides a 
cogent account of the economic develop- 
ment efforts covering the four Five Year 
Plans from 1956 to 1973. He emphasizes 
the role of political leadership and 
indigenous effort as the main vehicle for 
development, rather than reliance upon 
foreign aid as a substitute. The failure to 
mobilize internal resources, poor economic 
management, the heavy burden of rising 
debt, and sharp decline (in the early 70's) 
of net capital inflow were ascribed as the 
causes of stagnation and impending balance 
of payments crises (p. 103). Moreover, 
heavy investment in large scale projects 
requiring long term financing and 
implementation capabilities resulted in a 
debt service ratio of 40%, one of the 
highest among the LDC's. His diagnostic 



evaluations are worthy of consideration for 
future effort. 

Nigel Allen's analysis of rural development 
(Chapter 7) is an excellent case study of 
the Koh-i-Daman Valley's relative decline — 
a secular trend of the rural vs. the urban 
regions in Afghanistan. Its implications are 
instructive. 

Richard Tapper's analysis of nomadism 
(Chapter 8) and its role in the development 
effort once again points to the significance 
of cultural forces that are so often ignored 
by development planners. The chapter 
provides insights into the reasons for 
failure to settle the nomads in the Helmand 
Valley. 

In Chapter 9, Erika Knabe reports the 
results of an extended field study on the 
role of the Afghan woman, and on 
childhood, family life, extended family, 
etc. It is one of the best sociological 
accounts of these issues in Afghanistan, 
although the emergence of "women's lib" 
is not included. 

Recent student movements are covered in 
Chapter 10 by Baqui Yousefzai. He 
concludes that Afghan students have 
formed a political force. His forecast of the 
future is both conditional and prescriptive. 
William Sayres provides a summary of 
education issues and problems, including 
the development of a curriculum and text- 
book project. Once again, the message is 
clear that self-initiative and self-reliance in 
education is the key to converting an 
ineffective emulated system to one that 
could be responsive to indigenous social 
and development needs. 
In Chapter 12, Nancy Dupree summarizes 
archaeological developments from 1920 to 
the present. Her chapter contains a chart 
illustrating the various periods identified 
by archaeologists, including missions, 
dates, cultural periods, and major evidence. 
She points to the spurts of intensive 
activity and neglect in various artistic 
aspects of the Afghan cultural life and 
identifies some of the leading individuals 
(U.S. educated only) in each category. 
In Chapter 13, Mark Slobin distinguishes 
between the traditional music and the new 
layer of music culture which represents a 
sharp break with the past. His survey 
overlooks the role of Ustad Kasim and his 
students (Nato, Shieda, Hussian, Hasen, 
and others) which dominated music from 
the 1920's through the 50's. 
In Chapter 14, Linette Albert's perspective 
appears very simplistic and superficial. 



In summary, the strength of this book lies 
in a few of its chapters. Nevertheless, the 
appearance of this and several other books 
provides a good basis for Afghanistan 
studies to move into the next stage — from 
that of summary descriptive and superficial 
accounts into rigorous and analytical 
treatment. 

Nake M. Kamrany 
Center for Policy Alternatives 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

ADAMEC, LUDWIG W. 

Afghanistan's Foreign Affairs to the 
Mid-Twentieth Century: Relations 
with the USSR, Gernnany and 
Britain. 

Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1974. 
324 pp. $ 13.00 (cloth), $7.95 (paper). 

A number of significant scholarly works 
have appeared on various aspects of 
Afghanistan since 1968. This is especially 
the case in the fields of history, politics, 
and anthropology. Professor Adamec has 
contributed in a major way to this upsurge 
of publications on Afghanistan and has 
been prolific. His other works include: 
Afghanistan 1900-1923: A Diplomatic 
History; Afghanistan: Some New 
Approaches, of which he was co-editor; 
and Political and Historical Gazetteer of 
Afghanistan (three out of six volumes are 
out). 

This current volume covers in some detail 
the history of Afghanistan's foreign affairs 
from World War I to the end of World War 
1 1 , drawing upon hitherto unpublished 
secret materials from the archives of India, 
Britain, and Germany. His coverage of the 
'5os and '60s is based on published sources 
and extensive field trips. 
This volume's main contributions lie in (1) 
the analysis of the Amir Amanullah's 
period, (2) the exposition of the German 
role as a major power rival in the Afghan 
arena, and (3) the role of the Musahiban 
brothers since 1933. 

The legacy of King Amanullah's moderni- 
zation attempt in Afghanistan 
(1919—1929) has drawn considerable 
attention recently, and active controversies 
are beginning to surface. Amanullah's reign 
may be viewed in two phases. In the first 
phase, he championed an anti-British 
campaign (the third Anglo-Afghan War- 
1919), obtained his country's full 
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sovereignty and rode the crest of 
popularity at home, among the Indian 
revolutionaries, and in Europe when the 
political alignment was in a state of flux. 
He effectively established himself as the 
precursor of the anti-colonial movement. 
The second phase of his reign was a prelude 
to modernization for a developing country. 
His experiment failed, as have similar ones 
in many other developing countries since 
then, and cost him his throne. Controversy 
loomed over the causes of his downfall and 
eventual over-throw when Amanullah, the 
charismatic hero, had to abdicate, leave his 
country, and live in exile in Italy until his 
death in 1961 , when his body was returned 
for burial. 

Amanullah's modernization program 
included many firsts: emancipation of 
slaves, abolition of forced labor, unveiling 
of women (in Kabul) , promulgation of the 
constitution and the grand assembly 
( L o e J i r g a ) , abolition of titles, mass 
education for men and women, printing of 
money, economic reforms, a marriage code, 
and a host of others. 

Why did Amanullah's attempt at moderni- 
zation fail? Did it succumb to the success 
of his first campaign at obtaining sover- 
eignty? Did the British succeed in 
revenging? Did he surround himself with 
"yes men" who were corrupt and betrayed 
him? Was it clerical and popular opposition 
to his reforms? Amanullah's personality? 
Was it the tribal counterstroke when it 
found the central government weak? Was 
it the impact of his European trip, 
emulation and great anxiety to catch up? 
So far, two major themes have emerged. 
Adamec places the main cause of the 
downfall upon clerical and popular opposi- 
tion to the reforms. Some of these 
oppositions are illustrated in the following 
demands of the rebellion from the Eastern 
Province in 1928: "Abolition of all social 
reforms and draft, recall of Afghan women 
from Europe (where some had been sent 
for education) , non-interference in the 
activities of Mullas, abolition of corruption 
and wine drinking by government officials, 
etc." 

Inhis Reform and Rebellion, 
Professor Leon Poullada advances the 
argument that, since Amanullah placed 
emphasis on the pen rather than the sword, 
he weakened the central government and 
demoralized his army. This led to tribal 
intrigue and eventual downfall. In Rhea 
Talley Stewart's novel. Fire in 



Afghanistan, 1914-1925, the role 
of the British Ambassador, Sir Francis 
Humphreys, has been made somewhat 
explicit. 

One will have to wait for fuller treatment 
of these issues before a judgment can be 
made. Clearly, these views deserve 
attention but they are by no means 
exhaustive. 

Perhaps the major contribution of this 
book lies in its exposition of the role of 
Germany in Afghanistan's arena of politics. 
Until very recently, the popular notion has 
been that up to the end of World War 1 1 , 
the Afghanistan scene of power politics 
was a clear case of duopoly whereby Russia 
and Britain alone played the roles of the 
antagonists. Professor Adamec deals with 
the "special relationship" that developed 
between Germany and Afghanistan. He 
traces these developments from the first 
German mission (the Hentig-Niedermayer 
expedition) , who by a hunger strike forced 
an interview with Amir Habibullah in 
1915, to the expulsion of Axis nationals in 
1941 under Anglo-Russion pressure. This 
event was the precursor of Afghanistan's 
active role in multi-lateral and regional 
relations. In 1975 Afghanistan is balancing 
competition among the mini-, midi-, and 
super-powers as it receives aid from Iraq 
and Iran; India and China; and the USSR 
and USA. 

Professor Adamec correctly defines the 
German objectives in Afghanistan as being 
two-fold: economic — a source of jobs, 
market, and supplies; and political — a 
source of agitation against the British in 
the North West Frontier and against Russia 
in Turkistan, where they were forced to 
maintain large armies. Afghanistan's 
objectives were also both economic and 
political. The German technology and 
credit were desired, and Germany provided 
potential alternatives for Afghanistan 
without the dangers that were embodied in 
dealings with England or Russia. 
The last major aspect of the book that is 
worthy of note is the cautious and 
effective role played by the ruling 
Musahiban family during the '30's and 
'40's in preventing a direct Anglo-Russian 
confrontation in Afghanistan. The two 
major protagonists had gotten close to the 
brink of war on several occasions in that 
part of the world. 

The book is well-written and represents 
years of painstaking research, for which 
Professor Adamec deserves gratitude. The 



details and documentation are extensive, 
and it is obvious that the work relies 
heavily on archival materials. The 
incorporation of Afghan views could 
have balanced any biases emanating from 
archival sources and thrown light on these 
issues. However, the absence of relevant 
publishing and memoirs, and the difficulty 
in establishing dialogue with the Afghan 
observers are among factors that 
complicate the task. Also, the role of the 
Germans is exaggerated at times especially 
when the author states that "Habibullah's 
failure in vindicating his policy of 
neutrality eventually led to his assassina- 
tion. The German expedition was, in this 
sense, also a contributing factor to the 
Third Anglo-Afghan War." (p. 41) Aside 
from these minor points, the book provides 
a wealth of information and is a welcome 
addition to the growing volumes of 
scholarly work on Afghanistan. (Reprinted 
from the Journal of Asian Studies, 
Vol. XXXIV, No. 4, Aug. 1975). 

Nake M. Kamrany 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

STENSLAND, B. G. 

Afghanistan Beskrivning av ett 
u-land. 1975 (= Afghanistan Descrip- 
tion of a developing country). 

An educational book published in cooperation 
with the Swedish International Developnnent 
Authority (SI DA) , 1 20 pp. several photos and 
nnaps. 

The aim of the book is to give a general 
description of Afghanistan (geography, 
history, constitution, law, religion, politics, 
population, education, etc.) — a descrip- 
tion which we could do well without. It is 
an amateurish compilation full of mistakes 
in facts and mis-spellings. It is a pity that it 
is published with a kind of official status 
and that it has not been corrected by 
someone competent before being printed. 

Dr. C-J. Charpentier, Uppsala 

GROTZBACH, E. 

Probleme der Stadtentwicklung und 
Stadtplanung in Afghanistan 

In: Zeitschrift der Technischen Universitat 
Hannover, 2. Jahrgang 1975, Heft 1 . 14 pp. 
4 photos and 5 nnaps. 

In a short but comprehensive and well- 
written paper the German geographer Prof. 



38 I AFGHANISTAN JOURNAL 



E. Grotzbach analyzes problems of town- 
development and town-planning in today's 
Afghanistan. 

The article contains a general description 
of the housing-situation in Afghanistan, the 
trend towards urban centres, a discussion 
of the traditional functions of an Oriental 
city (such as bazaars, sarays, etc.), how 
cities are affected by modern planning and 
the new development plans for Kabul and 
Herat. 

Grotzbach's paper stresses two very 
important problems which seem to have 
been neglected by modern planners. The 
first is the fact that there will come an 
alienation between rural and urban popu- 
lation groups following functional changes 
in traditional towns such as clearing of old 
housing areas and the construction of new 
and scattered bazaars. The second problem 
is connected with the Afghan preference 
to live in one-family houses with a private 
garden: How can the government afford to 
maintain this spatial policy when immense 
sums of money must be used just to gain a 
few acres of cultivable land? 
I hope that people other than anthropolo- 
gists also will read this study. 

Dr. C-J. Charpentier, Uppsala 



UNKNOWN 
SOURCES 

A bibliographical note 

When collecting data old books of travel 
are often used by anthropologists as 
sources of information. Several books, 
however, are written in languages in which 
most people lack knowledge which often is 
a nuisance. By giving this resume of a 
source written in Swedish I hope that I will 
provide access to new information for my 
colleagues outside Scandinavia. 

MOHN, P.: Resa till Afghanistan, Stock- 
holm 1930, 364 pp., ca. 120 photos. 
(Mentioned in WILBER, D.: Annotated 
bibliography of Afghanistan, New 
Haven 1968, under no. 245). 



The author Paul MOHN (1898-1957) was 
a Swedish diplomat among other things 
serving in the Red Cross Missions in 
Greece, Germany, Austria and Hungary; in 
1948 he served in Palestine and in 1953— 
1954 he was the Swedish chief representa- 
tive in the Korea-commission. He has 
written several books in Swedish on various 
political questions. 

His travel-book from Afghanistan is a vivid 
account full of personal impressions and 
accurate and valuable descriptions. It 
consists of the following chapters (informa- 
tion about the contents in brackets) : 

Ch. 1: Through Caucasia and 
Russian Turkestan. (The 
author's itinerary covering the following 
places: Istanbul, Trabzon, Batumi, Tiflis, 
Baku, Ashkabad, Merv, Buchara, 
Samarkand and Termes). 

Ch.2: Mazar-e Sharif. (A descrip- 
tion of Amu Darya and Mazar-e Sharif 
including accounts of the cinema in Mazar, 
its bazaars and the Afghan kitchen). 

Ch. 3 -.Through Hindu Kush. 
(With caravan over the Hindu Kush, 
descriptions of sarays and of Tashqurghan, 
Aibak, Bamian and Charikar). 

Ch.4: In Kabul. (Descriptions 
covering the town, the new bazaar, carpets, 
medicine, schools, the Darulaman-project 
and the match factory). 

Ch.5; Afghanistan and the 
Afghans. (An account of previous 
travellers, geography, transport, manners 
and customs, agriculture, husbandry, raw 
materials, trade and economy). 

Ch. 6: The history of 
Afghanistan. (A rather traditional 
chapter depicting the history of the 
country. MOHN's general attitude is anti- 
British, pro-Afghan but regarding the 
Afghans slightly ,, v o n o b e n ".) 

Ch.7: King A m a n u I I a h . (A 
positive account of Amanullah and his 
reforms). 

Ch.8:To Ghazni and Kanda- 
har. (Descriptions of Ghazni, Kalat and 
Kandahar. The bazaars and handicrafts of 
Kandahar are described in detail). 
For those interested in the above 
mentioned topics MOHN's account will be 
useful; some of the photos are worth 
regarding but it must be pointed out that 
about 30% of them are reproduced from 
other sources. 

Dr. C-J. Charpentier 



Kurzreferate 

Redaktion : 

Institut fur Entwicklungsforschung 
und Entwicklungspolitik der 
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum 

Geographie 

GROTZBACH, E. 

Zur jungen Entwicklung afghanischer 
Provinzstadte. Ghazni und Mazar-i- 
Sharif als Beispiele 

In: Geographische Rundschau, H. 10, 1975, 
S. 416-424 

Obwohl nuretwa 10% der afghanischen 
Bevolkerung in Stadten lebt, haben sich 
diese doch wahrend der letzten 40 Jahre 
beachtenswert verandert. Der Umbau und 
Neubau von Stadten oder Stadtteilen wird 
staatlich gelenkt, geplant und uberwacht 
durch die ,,Zentrale Hausbau- und Stadt- 
planungsbehorde". Dadurch konnteein 
Ausufern der stadtischen Bebauung weit- 
gehend verhindert werden, andererseits 
fuhrt der staatliche Dirigismus aber auch 
zur Schwerfalligkeit der Stadtentwicklung 
und wirft spezif ische Probleme in der 
Verwaltungsorganisation und -effizienz auf, 
die an den beiden Beispielgemeinden 
aufgezeigt werden. In Ghazni (20.000 
Einwohner) wurde sudlich der Altstadt eine 
neue Stadt errichtet, die alle zentralen 
Funktionen rasch an sich zog und den 
Verfall der Altstadt einleitet. In Mazar-i- 
Sharif (60.000 E.) sieht der neue Bauleit- 
plan eine Erweiterung der Stadtflache von 
443 ha auf 2526 ha vor, was vor allem 
durch die Ansiedlung neuer Industrien 
begrundet wird. Das Hauptproblem ist in 
beiden Fallen, daf^ groR>e Teile des ohnehin 
knappen Bewasserungslandes den Stadt- 
erweiterungen zum Opfer fallt. (K. D.) 

GROTZBACH, E. 

Probleme der Stadtentwicklung und 
Stadtplanung in Afghanistan 

In: Zeitschrift der Technischen Universitat, 
Hannover, 2. Jg. 1975, Heft 1,S.3-14 

An den Stadten Kabul und Herat verdeut- 
licht Grotzbach die geplante Stadtentwick- 
lung in Afghanistan. Die vorliegenden 
Flachennutzungs- und Generalbebauungs- 
plane sind durch raumliche Grof^zugigkeit 
und einen hohen Flachenanspruch des 
stadtischen Wohnens gekennzeichnet 
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(Gartenstadtidee). Da die meisten afghani- 
schen Stadte Oasenstadte sind, ist die 
Erweiterung nur auf Kosten des in Stadt- 
nahe intensiv genutzten Bewasserungs- 
landes moglich. Notwendigerweise muf^ten 
gleichzeitig neue Ackerflachen durch 
kostspielige I rrigationsprojekte erschlossen 
werden. Das zweite Problem sieht 
Grotzbach in der Obertragung fremd- 
kultureller Leitbilder (Appartmenthauser, 
Wohnblocks, Schaffung moderner 
Geschaftszentren anstelle der kompakten 
Bazarladenzeilen) auf die kijnftige Stadt- 
gestaltung, die zu einer wachsenden Ent- 
fremdung zwischen stadtischer und 
landlicher Bevolkerung fuhren kann. 
(K. D.) 

GROTZBACH, E. 

Die gesamtwirtschaftlichen 
Funktionen von Gebirgen ann 
Beispiel Afghanistans 

In: Entwicklungsprobleme in Bergregionen , 
1 . Konferenz des Club of Munich, Heft 3 der 
Schriftenreihe des Alpeninstitutes, Munchen 
1975, S. 37-39 

In Afghanistan, das zunn grof^en Teil aus 
Gebirgen und Hochlandern besteht, uber- 
lagern und durchdringen sich die Lebens- 
raume der ackerbautreibenden Gebirgs- 
bauern und der viehzuchttreibenden 
Nonnaden derart, daf^ Uberbevolkerung in 
den Talern, Ubernutzung der Ackerbau- 
und Weideflachen nach sozio-okonomi- 
schen Maf^nahmen verlangen. Der 
Bevolkerungsdruck hat aufgrund der 
wirtschaftlichen Gesamtstruktur des 
Landes nur vereinzelt zur definitiven 
Abwanderung in die Stadte gefijhrt. Eine 
wesentlich grof^ere Rolle spielen saisonale 
Wanderungen der Gebirgsbewohner in die 
Bewasserungsgebiete, wo zur Bewaltigung 
der Arbeitsspitzen Saisonarbeitskrafte aus 
dem Hindukusch benotigt werden. Die 
okonomische und demographische 
Situation der afghanischen Gebirge ver- 
gleicht Grotzbach mit Gebirgslandschaften 
anderer Entwicklungslander, aber auch nnit 
den Alpen und Pyrenaen. (K. D.) 

RATHJENS, C. 

DieWalder von Nuristan und Paktia 

In: Geographische Zeitschrift, 62/4/1974, 
S. 295-311 

Bei sehr ahnlichen klimatischen und 
okologischen Bedingungen zeigen die Wald- 



gebiete Afghanistans doch sehr 
verschiedene Arten der wirtschaftlichen 
Nutzung, Erhaltung und Zerstorung. Dies 
erklart sich aus der topographischen Lage 
und der Verkehrserschlief^ung, der 
ethnischen Differenzierung ihrer 
Bevolkerung, der traditionellen Lebens- 
formen und der Landnutzung sowie der 
Einstellung zunn Holzgeschaft, das sich erst 
in den letzten Jahrzehnten entfaltet, aber 
in Paktia schon zu katastrophalen Konse- 
quenzen gefijhrt hat. (C. R.) 

RATHJENS, C. 

Witterungsbedingte Schwankungen 
der Ernahrungsbasis in Afghanistan 

In: Erdkunde,29, 3, 1975, S. 182-188 

Der auf der Tagung der Arbeitsgemein- 
schaft 1974 in Saarbrucken gehaltene 
Vortrag untersucht die Abhangigkeit der 
Ernteertrage von den Niederschlagen, ihrer 
Ergiebigkeit und jahreszeitlichen Ver- 
teilung. Nach einenn kurzen Oberblick uber 
den Stand der meteorologischen 
Beobachtungen werden die Trockenjahre 
1970 und 1971 und das Feuchtjahr 1972 
naher untersucht und in Niederschlags- 
karten dargestellt. Feucht- und Trocken- 
jahre werden in Beziehung zunn Ausgang 
der Weizenernte und den seit 1957 notigen 
Getreideimporten gebracht. Ohne Zweifel 
wird die Wirtschaft inn Laufe der Zeit 
anfalliger gegenuber Durren und Miss- 
ernten. (C. R.) 

Ethnologie 

KIEFFER, C. 

Wardak, toponynne et ethnique 
d'Afghanistan 

In: Honnmages Et Opera Minora Monumentum 
H. S. Nyberg, Acta Iranica, Teheran-Liege 1975, 
S. 475-483 

In seinenn Festschriftbeitrag weist der 
Verfasser auf ein Problenn ethnischer 
Zuordnung in Afghanistan hin. Es ist die 
Frage nach der Ethnogenese der Wardak in 
der heutigen Provinz Wardak-Maidan. Die 
Wardak, in drei Unterstannnne gegliedert, 
sprechen einen Pashtu-Dialekt, verstehen 
sich selbst aber, nach Feldbeobachtungen 
des Verfassers in den Jahren 1963/64, 
nicht als Pashtunen, auch begegnet ihr 
Nanne nicht in den pashtunischen Stamnnes- 
genealogien. Der Verfasser gibt aus seinenn 
Arbeitsbereich, der Sprachwissenschaft, 



einige Hinweise auf Moglichkeiten der 
Problennlosung naher zu konnnnen. (P. S.) 

JETTMAR, K. 

Die Religionen des Hindukusch 

Mit Beitragen von Schuyler Jones und Max Klinn- 
burg. 525 Seiten, 2 Karten, 24 Zeichnungen von 
Horst Beck und Josef Eiwanger. 
Die Religionen der Menschheit (herausgegeben 
von Christel Matthias Schroder), Band 4, 1 . 
Verlag W. Kohlhamnner, Stuttgart-Berlin-Koln- 
Mainz, 1975. 

Greift der Band inhaltlich auch uber die 
afghanischen Staatsgrenzen nach Osten hin 
aus — den religiosen Traditionen der Shina- 
sprecher und Burushos inn Raunn von 
Gilgit, der Religion der Kalash und den 
religiosen Traditionen der Kho in Chitral 
sind jeweils eigene Kapitel gewidmet — , so 
ist er doch fur jeden religionsgeschichtlich 
und volkerkundlich an Afghanistan Interes- 
sierten von grof^er Wichtigkeit. Ein Drittel 
des Textes behandelt die alten (kafirischen) 
Religionen Nuristans. Daf^ der Verfasser 
von nnehreren Religionssystennen in diesenn 
Gebiet spricht, zeigt die erzielten Fort- 
schritte der Kenntnis und Analyse, und es 
ist zu begruflen, daf?> er Schuyler Jones und 
Max Klinnburg gewinnen konnte, Beitrage 
uber sudkafirische Religionssystenne zu 
schreiben, die auf jungsten Feldforschun- 
gen beruhen. Das starke historische Inter- 
esse beinn Autor setzt neben der religions- 
phanonnenologischen Analyse auch 
Akzente, die fur die Erforschung der 
Geschichte des Hindukusch-Raunnes 
wesentlich sind. (P. S.) 



KIEFFER, Ch. M. 

Les formules de lannentation funebre 
des fennnnes a Caboul 

awaz andaxtan-e-zana. Note de dialectologie et 
d'ethnographie afghanes. In: Melanges linguisti- 
ques offerts a Emilie Benveniste. Collection 
Linguistique publiee par la Societe de Linguisti- 
que de Paris, LXX, S. 313-323. Paris 1975 

Der Verfasser legt einen Trauergesang vor, 
der bei den Sannnnelarbeiten zu denn unter 
Leitung von G. Redard, Bern, erarbeiteten 
Atlas Linguistique de I'Afghanistan auf- 
genonnnnen werden konnte. Abgesehen von 
der sprachlichen Analyse behandelt er das 
Phanonnen der Lannentation besonders 
auch unter den fur afghanische Verhaltnisse 
bedeutsannen soziologischen Aspekten. 
(P.S.) 
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G e o I o g i e 

LANG, J. 

Un Modele de sedimentation molassi 
que continentale en climat semi- 
aride: Bassins intramontagneux 
cenozoiques de TAfghanistan Centra 

These sci. nat., 1046 S.; 214 S. Doku mentation, 
Paris 1975 

In der vorliegenden Monograph ie werden 
die tertiaren und quartaren Sedinnentations- 
verhaltnisse sowie der Vulkanismus der 
intramontanen Becken von Bamian, 
Yakawlang und Ghorband detailliert 
untersucht. Beachtenswert ist, daR) erstmals 
fur Afghanistan alle verfugbaren geologi- 
schen (Geochennie, Sedimentpetrographie, 
Tektonik etc.), palaontologischen und 
auch geographischen Parameter fur die 
Beurteilung der Genese und der Fazies der 
Gesteine einiger abgeschlossener Sedimen- 
tationsraume berucksichtigt werden. 
Diese Arbeit ist wohl die unnfassendste 
Dokumentation uber quartare Gesteine in 
Afghanistan. (M. K.) 



B o t a n i k 

BRECKLE, S.-W. 

Okologische Beobachtungen 
oberhalb der Waldgrenze des Safed 
Koh (Ost-Afghanistan) 

In: Vegetatio 30: 89-97, 1975 

AITCHISON wies 1880 darauf hin, daf^ an 
der Sikaram-Sudflanke (Safed Koh, Ost- 
Afghanistan) oberhalb der Waldgrenze 
Krummholz auftritt. 95 Jahre danach 
haben wir mit dieser Arbeit die ersten 
detaillierten vegetationskundlichen und 
okologischen Angaben uber die Krunnnn- 
holz- und die alpine Stufe an diesem 
Gebirgsmassiv. Der Verfasser geht zuerst 
auf die Vegetationsstufen und auf die 
klimatischen Verhaltnisse ein. Eingehend 
werden dann die Krummholz- und die 
alpine Stufe besprochen, die klimatischen 
Voraussetzungen fur die Wald- und 
Krummholzvegetation aufgefuhrt und die 
okologischen Daten fur Juniperus nana und 
Rhododendron collettianum angegeben. 
Hinzu kommen Vegetationsaufnahmen und 
ein Vegetationsprofil. Wichtig ist, dafl sich 
die Hochlagen am Sikaram okologisch und 
vegetationskundlich nicht wesentlich von 



entsprechenden Gebieten des Hindukusch 
unterscheiden. (W. F.) 

KULL, U. undS. W. BRECKLE 

Verhalten der Fettsauren wahrend 
der Entwicklung einiger Therophy- 
ten der Steppe von Kabul 
(Afghanistan) 

In: Zeitschrift fur Pflanzenphysiologie 75: 
332-338, 1975 

Die Verfasser untersuchten das Verhalten 
der Fettsauren wahrend der Entwicklung 
der drei Therophyten Diarthron 
vesiculosum, Scabiosa olivieri und 
Ziziphora tenuior von Anfang Mai bis Ende 
Juni in der Nahe von Kabul. Bei alien drei 
Arten nahm der Anteil der Linolensaure 
und Hexadecensaure mit zunehmendem 
Alter ab. Weiter werden die Unregelmaf^ig- 
keiten in den Gehaltsveranderungen 
zwischen den einzelnen Arten diskutiert 
und auf die Bedeutung des hohen Lipid- 
gehaltes bei Scabiosa eingegangen. (W. F.) 



Z o o I o g i e 

HOLZEL, H. 

Revision der Netzflijgler-Unterfannilie 
Crocinae (Neuroptera: Nennopteridae) 

In: Entomologica Gernnanica 2 (1 ): 044—097, 
Stuttgart 1975 

Der bekannte Neuropteren-Spezialist legt 
in der gewohnt sorgfaltigen Arbeitsweise 
eine Revision einer Teilgruppe der Netz- 
flugler vor. Die Crocinae sind weltweit in 
Trockengebieten verbreitet und durften als 
Rauber auch eine gewisse wirtschaftliche 
Bedeutung in den von ihnen besiedelten 
Okosystemen besitzen. Derartige Revi- 
sionen sind uberaus zeitraubend und lang- 
wierig, jedoch die erste und wichtigste 
Voraussetzung fur die Erfassung der 
Entomofauna der betroffenen Gebiete. Aus 
Afghanistan wurden bisher funf Crocinae- 
Arten gemeldet, von denen eine 
(Dielocroce kabulensis) neu beschrieben 
wird. Die fijr die Bestimmung aller Formen 
erforderlichen morphologischen Details 
werden einwandfrei abgebildet, auf Ver- 
breitungskarten die bisher bekannt 
gewordenen Fundorte der einzelnen 
Gattungen dargestellt. — Bedauerlich bleibt 
die in derartigen Revisionen offers auf- 
tauchende entstellende Schreibweise 




verschiedener Fundorte. So wird z. B. S. 64 
und 67 vom ,Pajnshirtar (recte: Pandjshir- 
Tal) und p. 67 von Schari-Sarai (recte: 
Teshega-Serai) gesprochen. Derartig ver- 
wirrende Bezeichnungen sind allerdings 
nicht dem Autor sondern den vielfach 
willkurlich transkribierenden Sammlern 
zuzuschreiben, die die entsprechenden 
Gebiete aufgesucht haben. (C. N.) 

NAUROZ, K. M. & 
C. M. NAUMANN 

Bennerkungen zur Verbreitung des 
Markhors, Capra falconeri (Wagner, 
1839) in Afghanistan 

In: Saugetierkundliche Mitteilungen 1975, 23, 2: 
81-85 

Der Markhor (auch Schraubenhornziege 
genannt) war seit langem aus Afghanistan 
bekannt: in verschiedenen Teilen 
Nuristans, in der Kabul-Schlucht und in 
Baluchistan wurden Markhore immer 
wieder beobachtet. Die Autoren berichten 
von einem weiteren afghanischem Markhor- 
Standort in Badakhshan, also auf der Nord- 
abdachung des Hindukusch, der die 
nuristanischen Standorte mit denen in der 
sudlichen Sowjet-Union verbindet. Zwei 
Schadel des Badakhshan-Markhors werden 
abgebildet. (C. N.) 



Wirtschaftswissenschaften 

FRY, M. J. 

The Afghan Econonny: Money, 
Finance, and the Critical Constraints 
to Econonnic Developnnent 

Leiden 1974 

Nach der Darstellung der langfristigen 
Wirtschaftsentwicklung Afghanistans 
(1935—1973) und einer Sektoranalyse, die 
insbesondere die geringen intersektoralen 
Verknupfungen des Landes aufzeigt, 
beschreibt der Autor Moglichkeiten zur 
Ressourcenmobilisierung. Dabei kommen 
der Entwicklungsplanung, dem monetaren 
Sektor, den offentlichen Finanzen sowie 
dem Auf^enhandel entscheidende 
Bedeutung zu. Hierauf aufbauend lassen 
sich abschlief^end finanzielle und 
fiskalische Reformvorschlage ableiten. 
(D.B.) 

Eine ausfuhrliche Besprechung dieses 
Werkes findet sich in der nachsten Nummer. 



